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PREFATORY NOTE

THIS vo lume repre sen ts the first o f the serie s
o f Raymo n d F . We stMemo r ial L e ctu re s at the
Le land Stanf o rd Ju n io r Un iversity . The se le c
tu re s were de livered o n Febru ary 15 and 1 6 ,

191 1 , by Rev . Char le s E . J e ffe r so n , D . D . ,

L L . D . , o f the Bro adway Tabern acle C hu rch o f

N ew Y o rk C ity . The co nditio n s o f the le ctu re
ship a re se t fo rth in the fo llowing le tter from its
fo u n der s

In memo ry o f o u r be lo ve d so n , Raymo nd
Frederic We st, a stu den t in L e lan d Stan fo rd

Ju n io r Un iversity, who wa s drown ed in E e l

River, in C alifo rn ia , o n Janu ary 1 8
,
1 906 , b e

fo re the comple tio n o f his co llege ’co u rse , we

wish to pre se n t to the tru ste e s a nd au tho r itie s
o f the Le lan d Stanfo rd Ju n io r Un iversity, at
Palo Alto , C al ifo rn ia , the ho n o re d Alma Mater
o f o u r so n , the sum o f te n tho u sand do llars
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to b e he ld as a fu n d in perpe tu al tru st,
f o r the e stabl ishme n t o f a le ctu re ship o n a plan
similar to the Dudle ian L e ctu re s and the Inger

so l l L e ctu re s at Harvard Un iversity .

By thi s plan , in e ach co llegiate year, o r o n

e ach alternate ye ar, at the discretio n o f the Bo ard
o f Tru ste e s

,
from o n e to thr e e le ctu re s shal l b e

given o n some phase o f this su bje ct ' Im m o r

tality
,
Human C o n du ct, and Human De stiny .

'

Su ch le ctu r e s shall n o t fo rm a part o f the

u su al co l lege o r u n iversity co u rse , n o r shall they

b e de l ivere d by a ny pro fe sso r o r in str u cto r in
active se rvice in the in stitu tio n . Su ch le ctu rer
may b e a cle rgyman o r a layman , a member o f

any e ccle siastical o rgan izatio n , o r o f n o n e
,
b u t

he sho u ld b e a m an o f the highe st pe rso n al char
acter a nd o f su pe r io r in te lle ctu al e n dowme n t .

He shall b e cho sen by the Facu lty and the Bo ard
o f Tru ste e s o f said Un iversity in su ch man ne r
as the B o ard o f Tru ste e s may determ in e , b u t

the appo in tme nt in any case shall b e made at
lea st six months before the de livery o f said

lectu re s .
vi
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The abo ve su m i s to b e safe ly inve sted, and
the in tere st there o f i s to b e divided , at the dis
cretio n o f the Bo ard o f Tru ste e s , into two parts ,
the o n e an ho n o rarium to the le ctu rer, the o ther
f o r the publicatio n o f the said le ctu re s , o r the gra
tu ito u s distribu tio n o f a number o f co pie s o f the
same if pu blishe d by the au tho r.
The manu script o f the co u rse o f lectu re s shall

be come the pro pe rty o f the Un iversity , and shall
b e pu blishe d by the University u n le ss some o ther
fo rm o f publ icatio n i s mo re acceptable .

The co u r se o f le ctu re s shall b e kn own as

the Raymo n d F . We st M emo rial Le cture s

o n Immo rtal ity
,
Human C o ndu ct, and Human

De stiny .

'

F. W . WEST,

MARY B . WEST.

SEATTLE , WASH . ,

J am m y 1 8, 1 910.
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WHY WE MAY BEL IE'E

IN L IFE AFTER DEATH

I

REASONS FOR A RESTUDY OF HUMAN
DESTINY

A SUPERFIC IAL survey o f the world

to-day would probably convince the

average observer that m e n in the twe n

tie th century are n o t e special ly inter

e sted in a l ife beyond death . The word

Immortal ity has a far-o ff sound and su g
ge sts a topic which does not touch th e

nerve o f the world’s l iving concern .

Most men are too busy to think of next

year'how then can they find time to

th ink o f things beyond time ’s horizon ?

One man has purchased a piece of



A RESTUDY OF HUMAN DESTINY

ground
,
another has bought a yoke o f

oxen
,
and another has married a wife

,

and each man begs to be excused from

a banquet at which nothing is served

except thoughts in regard to the destiny

o f the sou l .

To others the prob lem pres ents no

appeal because they are wil l ing to

leave al l such matters with God . If he

wishes us to l ive after death his wil l

shal l be done
,
and if he does n o t wish

us to l ive after death
,
o u r l ife wil l end

at the grave . Such questions belong

not to man
,
but to God . They are high .

We cannot attain unto them . This i s

the attitude o f not a few .

There are others who are nettled by

an invitati on to think o n the soul ’s fu

ture, feel ing that we have enough to a t

tend to if we do o u r duty in the world

2
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which now is . “One world at a time

i s a motto which is supposed to em

body final wisdom
,
and if men will on ly

apply themselves to the things which

now concern them
,
they wil l have

ne ither the time nor the dispositi on to

pry into the th ings which are hidden

from human s ight . Byr on at twe nty

three petulantly exclaimed ' “ I wil l

have n othing to do with your Im m o r

ta l ity'we a r e miserable enough i n this

l ife
,
without the absurdity o f sp e cu la t

ing upon another .'

Certain men are too timid to approach

the subject . They a r e constitutional ly

afraid of the mysteri ous and unknown .

They feel uneasy in the twil ight
,
b e

cause it suggests the dark . Some o f

them have rej ected the idea of a l ife to

come . Pretens i ons to etern ity they think

3
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smack of conceit. They are far to o

humble to put forth such lofty and far

reaching claims . Mental timidity often

wears the garb of modesty . Others a r e

i nc l ined to bel ieve in the soul’s su r

viva l
,
but the reasons for the ir be l ief

they do not care to pry into . They think

it hazardous to examine the grounds

for so great a hope . They are convinced

that it i s a good thing to bel ieve in

Immortal ity
,
whether it i s true o r not .

Such a bel ief sm ooths the way and com

forts the heart, and so, even though

every life ends at the grave
,
it would be

better to have everybody bel i eve that

he i s to l ive on forever . Even a delu

s ion is to be tenac ious ly clung to
,
if only

it makes l ife a l ittl e brighter . A l i e , if

it brings forth good fruit
,
i s more d e

s irable than a d isconcerting truth . For

4
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fear that you may find that the truth is

depressing, you had better n o t try to o

hard to find i t.

N o t a few take no intere st i n the b e

l ief in Immortal ity, because they consi der

it a dogma o f re l igion . They do not

care for dogmas o f any sort . The ide a

o f a future l ife i s, they hold, a tenet o f

Christianity
,
o n e o f the superstiti ons

propagated by the Chri stian Church .

Only the pious are supposed to want to

l ive forever
,
and piety is the last offense

with which s ome men are wi ll ing to b e

charged . Since the re l igion o f Christ i s

o utgrown and since the Church o f

Christ i s obsolescent
,
a man who is

abreast o f the times wil l not concern

himself with anything which the Church

has taught . Many a man would open ly

confes s his bel ief in the l ife to come
,
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were it not for his fear o f be ing counted

pious .

There are those who spurn the pro

mise o f a l ife beyond death
,
because

they cons ider themselves above it . They

need no such inspirat i on
,
and they can

dispense with al l such comfort . A man

ought to be brave enough
,
they assert

,

to do hi s fu l l duty without co n te m p la t

ing any future rewards'a nda man ought

to be nob le enough to keep himself

c lean from the world’s pol lutions with

o u t the fear o f what may happen to

him o n the other s ide o f death . Im m o r

tal ity
,
s o these men th ink, i s a doctrine

formulated fo r the purpose o f whe ed

l ing men into virtue and frightening

them o u t o f sin . The fu l l-statured man

needs no coaxing and cannot be bul l i ed'
and therefore the conception of an u n

6
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seen world has no part to p lay in man’s

l ife o n earth .

There are others who are prej udiced

against the doctrine be cause the dis

cu ssio n o f it carri es o n e into the region

o f shadows and mists , o f gues ses and

dreams . Al l sorts o f legerdemain and

charlatan i sm are poss ibl e in deal ing

with so e lus ive and nebulous a subject.

When o n e leaves the contemplation o f

the world o f time and sense
,
and b e

gins to speculate about a world which

no eye can se e
,
he leaves the sol id

ground which was meant for human

feet and tries to walk o n air. Men

o f a practical bent have an antipathy

to subjects which do not take ho ld

o f the shop and the market-place, and

feel i l l at ease when asked to grapple

with a problem which cannot be stated

7
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in terms o f the market o r discussed in

a Board of Trade .

There are others who do not care to

discuss such questions, o r even to think

about them, because a ll such thought

and discuss ion i s in the ir opinion use

les s . They have surrendered al l hope of

be ing able to arrive at convictions i n r e

gard to the destiny of man . Al l that i s

possible i s an opin i on
,
and the opinion

when Obtained is without value The

Unseen World is a Sphinx . Yo u may

shout into it your questi ons, but you

rece ive no answer . The problem pre

sented by death is inso lub l e . The search

for l ight has been ceaseless, but it i s a

search which wi l l never be rewarded .

The des ire to know has been a devour

ing one
,
but it wi l l never in this world

be satisfied. These men have taken r e

8
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fuge therefore in sc ience . Science deals

with what can be observed and verified .

Immortal ity lies beyond her pale . It is

the part o f wisdom to keep one’s self

within a circle i n which there is l ight. In

regard to al l questions concerning the fu

ture
,
the only defensible answer i s ' “ I

do n o t know .

' There is th is consola

ti on
,
howeve r

,
— so these agnostics go

On to say ,—bel ief o n m atters such as this
is o f n o importance . The man who b e

lieve s in Immortality is no better for his

bel ief
,
and the man who does not b e

l i eve i s no wors e for his disbel ief . The

hope of Immortal ity i s nothing but a

fancy which has no power to touch the

springs of action
,
o r influence the char

acter and flow of l ife . Man’s destiny is

a field o f speculation in which the idle

o r inquisitive may amuse themselves,

9
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but into which m e n may refuse to go

without condemnati on or appreciab le

loss . And thus it comes to pass that in

the twentieth century some men ho l d

themse lve s above the prob l em of the

soul’s future
,
others cons ider themse lves

beneath it, while others pass by on the

other s ide .

But it must not be concluded that

Immortal ity is a subject which has been

banished from men’s bus iness and b o s

o m s, or that the present generation has

ceased to take interest i n questions that

lay hold o f the Unseen . It i s true that

the s ou l’s future i s not often made the

subject o f newspaper editorials
,
nor are

the co lumns o f our magazines fi l led

with meditations on death and what l ies

beyond . Immortal ity is not a common

topic o f conversation in high soc iety o r

10
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in low, and men d o not di scuss it at the

corners of the streets . But the world is

not to be judged from what one sees in

publ ic print . There a r e regions into

which reporters do not venture
,
and con

cerning which the wisest writers have

meagre knowledge . A who le worl d o f

thought and feel ing l ie s beyond the ken

o f those who write , and it i s the great

e st subj ects about which men are often

most reluctant to speak . Because a man

does not present his thoughts o n Im

mortal ity to the first man he meets
,
it

does not fo l low that he has no thoughts

upon the subject . The dai ly press r e

ports events in the worl d o f act ion
,
it

does not claim to register the move

ments in the vast and hidden world of

thought . The eye which beho lds the

surface only
,
may conc lude, from the

1 1



A RESTUDY OF HUMAN DESTINY

widespread frivo l ity and indifference
,

that all thought of high themes has been

crushed out o f the soul s of men'but

o n l ooking close ly it wil l b e discovered

that underneath the bal es and barrel s

and boxes , the games and races and dis

sip atio n s, the human heart in our age

as in every age is pondering things u m

seen .

The men who sho u t it from the house

to p that they have given up the hope

o f Immortal ity are only few in number

compared with that great company who

go down into the valley that is dark,
expecting to come o u t i nto the l ight.

It i s true that sundry classes do not

al low thoughts o f a world beyond to

tarry long in the ir mind
,
but there ar e

other c lasses
,
larger and more numer

o u s
,
to whom such thoughts are con

1 2
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stant vis itors . The great company o f

the dying, in the days that precede the

final hour, find themselves face to face

with a question which
,
howe ver un in

te r e sting and remote in the days of

health, fixes a steady gaze upon them

as they move gradually toward the Dark .

Will iam Cowper
,
the Engl i sh poet

,
was

at one time so fu l l of l ife
,
he fa ncied he

shou ld never die
,
ti l l a skul l thrown o u t

before him by a grave-digger, as he was

passing through St . Margaret’s church

yard in the night
,
recalled him to a

sense o f his mortal ity . Soon o r late every

man comes within s ight o f the cemetery

i n which is to l i e n o t o n ly
’

an o the r man’s

sku l l
,
but h is own . There i s not an hour

o f day o r night in which a human being

does not l earn that h is hours on earth

are numbered
,
and to every o n e who

13
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reaches that so lemn hour the question

i s o f thri l l i ng interest ' “ If a man die
,

shal l he l ive again ? '

N ext come the great throng o f the

bereaved . They have but recently stood

by an open grave
,
and their thoughts

keep wandering into the realm that l ies

beyond . The van i shed loved one carries

them
,
in spite o f themse lves

,
into regions

unseen . The wife who has l ost her hus

band
,
the mother who has lost her chi ld

,

the daughter who has l ost her mother
,

the friend who has lost h is friend
,
al l

find that the present world i s too nar

row to contain their thoughts
,
and stub

born question ings stir within them
,

which cannot be suppressed . If you are

tempted to say that no o n e is thinking Of

the world beyond
,
remember the innu

m e rab le company of those who weep .

I 4
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L ift up your eyes again and look

upon the great army o f the defeated
,
the

bruised and baffled
,
the crushed and dis

consolate
,
the men and the women over

taken by desolating experiences which

have left the whole earth a desert sur

rounded by prison walls . It i s when al l

the avenues o n the earth are blocked
,

that the sou l makes its escape upward .

That way is always open
,
and it is those

who suffer who most easi ly find it. It i s

when the heart is weighted down with a

load which crushes
,
that the spirit l earns

how to walk along the ascending way.

Wh o n ever a te his bre ad in so rrow,

Who n eve r spe nt the midn ight ho u rs

We eping andwatching f o r the mo r r ow,

He kn ows yo u n o t, ye He ave n ly Powe r s

But it i s n o t s imply the mournfu l to

whom thoughts o f etern ity ke ep recur

IS
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ring. They come also to the glad and

the jub ilant
,
to the strong and the tri

u m phan t . In many a so l itude there

walks to-day a Wordsworth l isten ing

to the intimations o f Immortal ity
,
and

in many a closet a deep-eyed Socrates

ponders the mystery of an endless l ife .

Phi losophy has always been fasc inated

by the subject, and poetry has never

been ab le to l et i t alone . Sci ence is in

cr e a singly interested in it, and the c irc le

o f thos e who are pursuing systematic

i nvestigation into al l the phenomena

which may poss ibly throw l igh t upon

the probl em is constantly enlarging .

Having found s o much i n the world

which she can se e
,
sc ience is not con

tent to leave untouched the world which

she cannot s e e . Man is the most puz

zling and promis ing o f al l creatures,
1 6
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and science wil l pursue him even into

the realm of night . Thinkers a r e drawn

irres istib ly to the great and taxing su b

je ct, and so als o a r e lovers . It is the pas

s ion o f love
,
as Plato long ago po inted

o u t
,
which gives i nsight into the world

unseen . L ove at its h ighest demands

more time than this brief l ife can o ff e r
,

and plays exultantly with thoughts o f

the i nfinite and eternal . When has l ove

been so cold and stupid as not to care

whether the grave i s the end or not ?

By the sheer force o f her divine passion

she leaps toward the i l l imitab l e . The

thought of endless existence gives her

rapture
,
the thought o f extinction causes

pain . But whatever love may se e o r not

s e e i n the da rkn e ss
,
she cannot cover her

eyes o r cease looking . It is her nature

to look beyond the horizons o f time .

I 7
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Shal l we mention als o the children,
and add them to the great host of those

who are thinking of the world beyond ?

Was there ever a ch i ld whose thoughts

d id not play round the grave
,
and whose

fancy did not paint pictures o f heaven

and he l l ? Wonder i s in stinctive to the

young heart
,
and o n e o f the earl iest

causes of wonder i s death and the mys

te ry into which it opens . Childhood is

n o t al l laughter, n o r i s youth unbroken

p lay . We hear the laughter and we see

the play
,
but we do not stop to measure

the so l emn p o nde r ings and ho ly wonder

ings of the ch i ld-heart . However it may

be with us after we are older
,
al l chi l

dren are natural bel ievers in the unseen

world .

The question of Immortal ity
,
then

,

i s a human question . It belongs to the

1 8
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scholar and also to the man in the

street . ' ings and peasants al ike ponder

it. It beckoned to us when we were

chi ldren
,
i t wi l l haunt us when we a r e

Old. Phi losophers and theologians dis

course about it
,
and unlettered and

humb le fo lk fee l more than they are

able to express . Unknown and u n

n oticed men
,
l iving in lone ly places

,

turn wistful ly again and again in the ir

quiet hours toward that mystery which

flows round al l the world . The man of

the schools and the man who cannot

read stand s ide by s ide and peer into

the abyss which yawns round the edges

o f the Seen .

It i s an o ld question which we are

propounding, but it i s a question e ver

new '“ If a m an die, shal l he l ive again ?
'

The questi on i s kept fresh by death . So

I 9
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long as men keep on dying
,
the heart

wil l cont inue to a sk the o ld
,
old ques

tion . If we could banish death we

should s lay the question . It i s the fu

neral bel l which cal ls men i nexorably

to face the anc ient problem . N o ques

tion ceases to be interesting s imply b e

cause it has often been asked before .

An experience is not trite because it i s

a s o ld a s humanity . Death is not c o m

m o np la ce to any one of us . N o one of

us has experienced i t
,
and therefore we

gaze upon it with awe and wonder.

When we shal l at last dri nk of the m y s

te r io u s cup, the experience wil l be as

novel to u s a s it was to the first man

who fel l o n death . This i s why the

questions which spring out of the grave

have a perennial fasc ination . Age can

n o t wither them . They thri l l the heart

20
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a nd pierce it i n the twentieth century

a s they did in the first .

But is not the answer to the question

o f the soul’s future eve rmore the same ?

Do not the arguments in favor o f su r

viva l and the arguments opposed to it

remain practical ly unaltered ? Has not

everything on both s ides been said

which it is poss ible for reason to dis

cover o r ingenuity to conceive ? Doe s

not each re peated discuss i on leave us

where we were at the outset
,
and is not

every i nvestigation therefore barren and

time spent upon it wasted ?

Why, then , take up the subject anew ?

Why n o t le t it alone ? The answer is
,

We cannot l et it alone . Y o u can no

more let death alone than y o u can let

love alone
,
o r l ife . We a r e s o consti

tu ted that we instinctive ly take ho ld o f

2 1
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it. We may run away from it for a se a

s o n , but soon or late we find ourselves

back with it again . The s c ientist may

give himself up to the study of matter
,

and the philosopher may lose himself

in the contemplation o f earthly rela

tions
,
but the common man wil l shout

from the street through the window the

question ' “ If a man die
,
shal l he l ive

agai n ? ' The question i s forced upon

the heart by the order of earthly e xp e

r ie nce , and every generation must give

its own answer, and buttress its con

clu sio n with the best reasons it can

find .

The argument fo r Immortal ity is a l

ways changing
,
because we are l iving

in a growing world . The argument o f

Socrates recorded in the “Phaedo wi l l

n o t satisfy the minds o f men l iving now .

22
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We a r e c itizens o f a changed world .

The Greek heaven and earth have passed

away
,
and al l things have become new.

An argument to have l iving force must

spring from the l ife o f the age which is

to be mastered by it. It must be the

product o f the forces which a r e domi

nating current thought . The argument

fo r Immortal ity i s l ike a book o f sc i

ence . It cannot be written once for al l .

Scarcely Is the ink dry o n the page s

o f the latest vo lume o f the sc ientific

spec ial ist
,
when a new discovery is

made
,
and certain paragraphs must be

supp lemented, and a chapter here and

there recast . N o book o f history i s final .

N ew material s a r e brought to l ight, o r

o ld material s are l ooked at from a dif

fe r e n t view-point, and to the end o f

time men wil l go on writing n ew his

23
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tories o f Greece and Rome
,
of Eng

land and America . The Past doe s not

change
,
but it i s s een always in a

changed perspective and under a difi
‘

e r

e nt l ight . To a passenger standing on

the deck of a steamer moving down the

Hu dson River, the reced ing landscape

i s ever changing . The hil ls and val leys
,

mountains and forests do n o t change
,

but the winding o f the river, altering

the position o f the boat
,
constantly

throws the features o f the landscape

into new comb i nations
,
and whi le o ld

landmarks are always fading in the dis

tance
,
new attractions are always l ifti ng

themselves in the foreground of a pic

ture which is always beautiful
,
but never

two hours the same .

So i t i s with the arguments by which

a r e supported the mighty hopes and

24
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' ital izing bel iefs o f men . Humanity,
l ike a river

,
i s ever flowing

,
and men a r e

carried down the moving stream . The

vi ew-point i s ever shifting . Old thi ngs

are seen at a d ifferen t angle and new

things are coming constantly into view .

Fresh discoverie s throw a transforming

l ight o n o ld s ituations
,
and e ven the

fixed stars o f heaven are sometimes di s

sip a ted i nto mis t . For this reason no

arguments have reached their final form .

Arguments
,
l ike the men who frame

them
,
have in them a morta l e lement .

Time burns up the hay and wood and

stubble
,
and by its purifying fires melts

the gold and silve r in to other forms and

sets the precious stone s in nove l pat

terns . ' iews which once were tenable

cease to commend themselves to

thoughtfu l men . Inferences which were
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at one time reasonab le are reasonable

no longer . Deductions which everybody

counted val id are scouted now by

everybody . Al l this i s l ikely to happen

whenever the s ituation i s l ighted up

by the flash of newly-discovered facts .

Forms are no more eternal in the world

o f thought than in the world o f matter.

Philosophies
,
l ike continents

,
flow from

form to form . Things apparently im

movable a r e suddenly Shaken by an

unexpected gust of the 'e itgeist
,
and

things supposedly eternal are swept

away by the swel l ing tide of the world’s

mental l ife . It is hazardous to take for

granted that an argument val id for one

generation wil l sati sfy the generation

which comes after.

Moreove r, the world i s as capric ious

as a chi ld . It has its humors and its
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whims . Fashions in the world o f

thought are often as short-l ived a s are the

fashions in the world o f dress . Mankind

is Open at different stages of its develop

ment to diff erent types of appeal . What

it feels at o n e time, it ceases to fee l at

another. What it to-day counts desir

able
,
it casts from it later on with scorn .

The same phenomena produce a differ

ent impress ion o n the same mind which

has passed into a different mood . These

subj ective fluctuations
,
thes e tempera

menta l caprices, render repeated r e

statements o f o ld truths impe rative .

The o ld argument must be worked into

an u p
-to-date form . We deal with an

o ld se t of problems and an o ld mass

o f experiences
,
but the world is never

threadbare to a mind that has su flicie n t

energy to think . Each mind must se ize
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the O ld material
,
and out of i t fashion a

home in which to dwel l .

It i s the task of our generation to ad

j us t itself to a new mental world . The

last century has very properly been

called the wonderful century
,
and by

its inventions and discoveries has g iven

the twentieth century a deal of diflicu lt

work to do . Masses o f facts have been

accumulated which wi l l require the in

du stry of a hundred years to class ify

and understand . The sky i s now higher,
the horizon i s wider

,
space i s vaster

,

and time i s longer . We possess new

instruments of analysi s and an improved

apparatus for ascertai ning the roots of

things . Many an anc ient hypothes is has

been expl oded by bringing it i nto con

tact with a fresh fact
,
and many a b e

l ief long honored has been relegated to
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the lumber room o f the mind . Eve ry

thing
,
therefore

,
must be restudied

,
and

al l the O ld values must be reappraised .

N othing is too venerable to go i nto the

melting pot and nothing is too sacred to

b e cross-examined and s ifted . O ld tra

ditio n s must be ripped open, ancient

beliefs must be tested by fire . Men “are

determined as never before to know the

truth . It i s not an age which take s

kindly to credu l ity o r dreams . Men

m ust give a reason fo r whatever be l ief

i s in them
,
and the bel ief must have

something substantial o n which to re st.

This eagerness to s ift al l th ings to the

utm ost, and to get rid of al l inte l lectual

dross and emoti ona l chaff, i s n o t the

fury o f a diseased and anarchic spirit
,

but a man ifestation o f vigorous vital ity

throbb ing in the soul o f a world that
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has been born again . The cal l to r e

examine al l of o u r creeds
,
to overhaul

al l o u r i nst itutions
,
and to take stock

o f al l our mental possess ions , however

disconcerting to many and laborious to

al l
,
i s s imply a necess i ty thrust o n us

by the fact that we belong to an e vo lv

ing race and are part o f a growing

world .

When so many things have gone
,
and

so many other things are apparently

going
,
it i s natural that men should l ook

careful ly around them to ascertain what

i s l ike ly to be left. How much o f the

Bible are we go i ng to retain
,
how much

o f the Apostl es’ Creed, how many o f

those hopes which rel igion has nour

ished, how many o f those l oyalties

which it has been her work to strengthen

and bles s ? If any of our bel iefs are su
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p e ran nu ated, we want to know which

ones they are' if any o f o u r hopes are

insecurely founded
,
we do n o t wish to

shut our eyes to the truth . If the stock

o f o u r convictions is to be modified, we

want to know in what respects and to

what extent.

What, for instance, are we to do with

th i s o ld n o tiOn o f Immortal ity ? What

become s o f i t when submitted to the

modern test ? How does it l ook under

the gleam of the new lights ? How does

it fit into the new world with its wider

horizon and its larger outlook ? What

has sc ience to say, and the new philo

s ophy
,
and the future rel igion ? Has the

torch o f the n ew knowledge dimmed

the lustre o f th is precious bel ief ? Have

the profess ional observers and exp e r i

menters with the ir b lowpipes and cru
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c ibles , their microscopes and ' rays,
found o u t anything to undermine thi s

glorious hope ? Do th inking men,abreast

o f the times
,
cons ider Immortal ity a

reasonab le expectati on
, o r i s it only an

irrationa l surmise
,
an audacious con

je ctu r e , a gossamer hope, a soothing

and delusory dream ? If there be a life

beyond the grave
,
can it be proved ,

verified
,
demonstrated ? Is this a ques

tion which science has anything to do

with
,
o r must it be left forever to the

poets and the vis ionaries
,
the phi lo

sophers and the theologians ? It i s b e

cause we are l iving in a new day that

the o ld problem o f Immorta l ity sparkles

with a fresh i nterest
,
and makes new

and en larged claims upon the attention

o f thoughtful men .

It i s a questi on which belongs to a l l
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men who are wil l ing to th ink . It i s not

the special property of the learned nor

can i t be monopo l ized by the experts .

To discuss it fairly and profitably r e

quires no extraordinary e ndowments,
nor does the right to speak with con

fide n ce depend o n the pos sess ion o f

special scholastic e quipment . It i s a

query which rises i n the heart o f every

man
,
and where shall the answer be

found ? The L aboratory says ' “ It i s

not in me ''and the L ibrary says '
“ It

i s not in me .' The mounds o f buried

c ities say '
“ It i s not in us ''and the

manuscripts o f anc ient sages say '
“ It

i s not in us .' “ It cannot be gotten for

go ld
,
neither shal l s i lver be weighed

for the price thereof .' The rich man

and the poor man
,
the king and the

peasant, the savant and the man in the
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street
,
stand o n equal footing before

this perplexing and hoary-headed pro

blem . The answer i s to be found by

each man in his own heart . The so lu

tion cannot be reached by one man for

al l
,
but must be obtained by every man

for h imself by the forth-putt i ng o f his

own powers . N o man can claim the

right to c lose the mouth o f another
, o r

can vaunt h imse lf because o f exc lus ive

authority to promulgate final and inco n

tr o ve rtib le conclus ions .

There are sundry assumptions lodged

in many minds which are a handicap

to a fair discuss i on o f this problem
,
and

to get rid o f thes e assumptions i s the

first step to be taken in our j ourney . I t

i s frequently assumed that a man who

has a des ire to bel ieve in Immortal ity

is by this des ire rendered incapab le of
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forming a judgment which is sound . By

his feel ing he is warped hopeless ly from

the type o f mind capable o f finding

truth . But a man who doe s not des ire

to be l ieve in Immortal ity is o f course

equal ly i nfluenced by hi s feel ings
,
s o

that no o n e , it wou ld seem,
has a right

to speak upon the subject but the man

who has no fee l ing whate ve r
,
the man

to whom the outcome i s totally imma

te r ia l, who cares not a whit whether

l ife or extinction awaits the human race .

But indifi
'

e r e n ce to the interests in

vo lved does not furn i sh a man with

gifts o f ins ight o r insure him against

errors of j udgment . The man who is

indiff erent to the interests of the black

man i s not the best of al l judges to de

c ide concern ing the moral character o f

s lavery . The man who takes n o in
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te r e st in the d istinction between right

and wrong is not the man best fitted to

declare what righ t or wrong is . There

are many prob lems which cannot be

studied profitably i n a “ dry l ight
,

' and

o n e of these i s the problem o f human

desti ny . A man fu l ly human cannot

help feel ing o n great i ssues . Feel ing

gives new keenness to the eyes
,
and

strengthens the reason for the do ing of

her work . Only men who realize the

magn itude of the is sues i nvo lved can

give to the subject the scrutiny it de

serves
,
and the question then i s

,
Which

des ire is more l ike ly to lead the inte l

lect astray
,
the des ire to l ive forever o r

the des ire to sink into an endless s leep ?

The fee l ing that death ends al l i s p o s

sib ly a s distorti ng to the judgment as is

the fee l i ng that man l ives forever.
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It is assumed often that a rel igious

man cannot speak impartial ly on this

subject
,
becaus e his re l igious faith has

imparted a twisting b ias to the mind .

Religi ous people a r e too prej udiced, i t

i s thought
,
to reach conclus ions which

it i s safe to fol low . But if rel igion gives

the mind a bias
,
so doe s unbelief. The

man who is not rel igious is biasse d no

less than the man who is a worshipper

of God . The questi on then i s , Which

o n e o f these b iasses i s more l ike ly to

crippl e the mind in its search for truth ?

It is assumed again that many men

are not to be l istened to when they speak

o f Immortal ity, because of presuppos i

tions existing in their mind
,
by which

the ir argument i s co lore d and their con

e lus ion predetermined . But no mind is

free from pre suppos itions . and every
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man’s argument i s colored and moulded

by the contents of his mind . A man wi th

an empty mind is the last man i n theworld

to be trusted with sovereign i nvestiga

tions . What we have to ask o f any man

i s not whether he has presuppos iti ons
,

but whether his presuppos itions have

the ir roots in reason and are he ld in su b

je ctio n by a sp irit des irous o f arriving

at the truth .

It i s assumed by many that if certainty

i s not attainable in the discuss i on o f any

problem
,
one does wisely to ignore that

problem altogether . But such a maxim,

if acted on
,
would close every court

room in the land . The courts use facts

s o far as facts can be ascertained , but

when further needed facts are not forth

coming
,
inferences and deductions are

given the right o f way, and probabi l ity
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is al lowed to gu ide j udge and j ury to a

decis i on . What i s probably so i s the

highest resu lt which the greatest o f

minds in many situations can poss ibly

attain to . Human l ife
,
outs ide the court

room as we l l as ins ide, cou ld n o t go

o n un l es s men were wil l ing to act o n

probabil ities .

Everything conspires then to keep

o n e in a humble mood in the discussion

o f human destiny. Incontrovertib le and

absolute certainty i s not attainab le . This

fact in itse lf should prompt o n e to move

with gentle step . The extent of o u r ig
n o ran ce and the damaged condition o f

o u r mental instruments, and the vastness

o f the problem into which we des ire to

look
,
al l comb ine to teach a becoming

docil ity
,
and have a tendency to quench

e very impulse to conce ited van ity and
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crush every temptation to put o n airs .

The man who says d isdainful ly that b e

l ief in Immortal ity is absurd, and the

man who declares with superc i l ious and

oracular accent that men who rej ect

Immortal ity are fools, are both al ike

defici ent in that reverent attitude and

meekness o f temper which al l seekers

after truth are under Obl igation to covet

and so far as possib le attain . There i s

only o n e man more reprehens ib l e than

the bigots who dogmatical ly proc laim

e ither immortal ity o r ann ih i lati on
,
and

that is the man who has never taken the

trouble to arrive at any conviction what

ever . What shal l we think o f a man
,

endowed with the sens ib i l itie s and pow

ers o f a human be i ng, seeing the great

river of human l ife flowing by him in

cessantly toward the grave without ask
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ing himself the question,
“Whither ? '

What an anomaly a m an is , who, i n a

sc ientific age whe n the human intel lect

is furious ly breaking into al l the locked

chests and dredging al l the deepest seas
,

stands unconcerned in the presence o f

death
, a nd feel s no curi os ity i n what

l ies beyond . It i s an evidence of mental

weakness if not o f moral cowardice for

a man to cap itulate before the greatest

o f problems
,
putti ng forth no eff ort to

contribute to its so lution . We are bound

as rational creature s to face the ques

tion
,

“What can I know ? ' and th is is

no more obligatory than i s the question,
“What may I hope ? ' The common

saying On e world at a time i s e nough

is a discreditab le motto
,
if man i s a

being created for two worlds . It i s dis

honoring to human ity to assert that it
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makes no difference whether men b e

l i eve themselves to be immortal or not .

Men are always helped by knowing the

tru th . Every l ittl e fact which has come

into human apprehens ion has ass isted

humanity in its upward way . Such l ittl e

facts as that water wil l boil and make

steam
,
that a stream wil l turn a wheel

,

that electric ity wil l carry voice vibra

ti ons
,
when once learned and acted o n

,

make much o f the difference between

barbarism and c ivi l izati on . If it b e true

that man survives death
,
then th is i s the

gr eatest o f al l facts
,
and it is imposs ibl e

for man to accept it and act o n i t with

o u t changing the face o f the world . It

i s absurd that a great hope can be su b

tracted from the stock o f a man’s spir

itu a l posses s ions without leaving him

weaker and poorer, and it is incredibl e
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that he should keep al ive in h i s heart

the hope of Immortal ity without being

immeasurably richer and stronger . The

timidity which fears to peer into the

problem lest the bas is o f man’s hope

might be found to be sand
,
i s a moral

col lapse and a scandal . To prefer a de

lu sio n which pleases , to a truth which

makes sad
,
i s the deepest and blackest

o f al l skepticisms . If bel ieving what i s

n o t true makes the world better than

bel ieving the truth
,
then is “ the pillar’d

firm am e n t rottenness and earth’s base

bui lt on stubble .' He makes no con

tr ib u tio n to humanity who i s too timid

to love and fo l low at al l costs the truth .

That l ife after death is possible need

n o t be argued . That l ife after death is

probable i s a thes i s which may p r o fit

ably b e cons idered . A thoughtful m an
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wil l not accept it without serious med

ita tio n , and a carefu l weighing o f al l

the cons iderati ons which may be urged

o n e ither s ide . If endless l ife i s prob

able
,
then it becomes at once a theme

for elevating contemp lation . We ought

to come back to it again and again . In

the language o f re l igion it i s o n e of the

means o f grace
,
a sacrament to be fed

o n and to be thankful for. The co n

te m p la tio n of l ife eternal has a tendency

to exalt the thoughts
,
to widen the

sympathies, and to concentrate the pur

poses . The hope o f going on quickens

the ambitions and stirs men to proj ect

more colossal enterprises . The be l ief

in the endless l ife tranquil l izes fee l ing
,

purges pass ion
,
c leanses motives

,
solaces

the ache of the heart
,
and exerts powers

o f repress ion on impu lses which are
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low and tendenc ies which work ruin .

It enriches and enlarges the heart, giv

ing a new depth to tenderness
,
a l oftier

dign ity to patience
,
a fresh radiance to

l ove . It checks us in the fury of appc

tite and the madness o f pass i on
,
and

shames us o u t o f many a petty amb i

tion and ignoble scheme . It braces u s

for Gethsemanes, and sets free latent

capac ities o f the mind . It nourishes the

e thical sense a nd keeps it from wither

ing . It quickens imagination and kind les

fires which burn through al l the storms .

It wraps the world in the fo lds o f a mys

te ry , a mystery n o t of darkness , but o f

l ight . One can exist without it, b u t why

should he wish to do so ? A b ird can

e xist without wings, but a W ingless

b ird is defective . One can do nob le

deeds with eyes that look no farther
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than the grave, but why should one be

contented with earth’s smal l horizon if

the sou l i s made for wider c irc les and

higher skies ? Because one bel ieves

that virtue i s its own reward
,
he i s not

forbidden to bel i eve that the reward is

eternal . Joy as wel l as strength is a part

o f our inheritance .

But a man to be secure must have a

reasoned faith . Aspiration i s good
,
but

it is not enough . Surmise is sweet
,
but

it i s frail when the wind b lows and the

floods come . I n the early and buoyant

years it i s easy to dream o f bright worlds

i nnumerable
,
but i n the days which are

evil
,
and when the years draw nigh in

which the heart s ighs
,

“ I have no plea s

ure in them' one needs to feel that his

hope is bui lt upon a rock . In the fore

noon one can work with vim and satis
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facti on, without thought of things tran~

scending time
,
for

,
when the tides o f vi~

tal ity are at flood
,
there is joy in the mere

act Of putting forth one’s strength'but

i n the afternoon
,
espec ial ly in the hours

immediately preceding sunset
,
it makes

a deal of di ff erence whether a man b e

lieve s that the dawn i s o n his fore

head
, o r that the shadows are lengthen

ing towards an endless night . It i s not

e nough to have a view
,
an opinion

,
a

noti on . One needs a reasoned c o nvic

tion . N o man can give us this . Each

o n e of us must win it for himself. W e

owe it to ourselves to work o u r way
,

at whatever pains
,
to s ome definite and

unshakable conclus ion
,
and having

reached it we owe it to our brother men

to l et them know the outcome of al l our

seeking . A wel l-grounded and steadfast
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bel ief in a l ife beyond the grave i s o n e

o f the most prec ious o f al l the contr i

butions which a man can make to the

spiritual wealth o f his generation . Such

a bel ief is not a chancefu l possess ion
,
a

trifle won in l ife’s great lottery' i t i s

a spiritua l acquis ition , something earned

by effort
,
fought for with courage and

won by struggle , maintained in the

teeth of oppos ition by the intrepid e n

durance of an unquail ing spirit, and

to b e handed o n as a rich legacy to

others who are also summoned to fight

the same battle
,
and whom it is o u r

pr ivi lege to help to win the crown .



II

THE ARGUMENT AGAINST IMMOR

TAL ITY

L I'E al l the great questions concern

ing the ultimate real ities and issues
,
the

question of Immortality has two sides .

There are facts which po i nt to the soul’s

survival
,
and there a r e facts which

point the other way. Both sets o f facts

must be faced and pondered . There are

evidences that death ends al l
,
and there

a r e evide nces that death is only a n ew

beginn ing. Both kinds o f evidence must

be scrutinized and rated . There a r e in

fe r e n ce s drawn from what we know

that the sou l dies at death
,
and there

ar e other inferences deduced from the
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same knowledge that the soul l ives for

ever . The question is
,
which group of

deductions i s o n the whole most so l i dly

sustained . It i s a question for the reas on
,

and the man who would deal fairly

with it must bring to the d iscuss ion of

i t the unspent energy of al l his powers .

The argument against the l ife beyond

may be summarized as fo l lows

Immorta l ity cannot be proved
,
and

sc ience is averse to accepti ng any con

e lusions which cannot be verified . As

we are all under the influence of sc ience
,

we insti nctively share this re luctance .

What cannot be proved can hardly be

cal led essential
,
and may wisely be

dropped out of account altogether . The

absence of conc lus ive proof i n favor of

matters counted fundamental is an argu

ment against them .
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But to thi s i t may he repl ied that the

extinction or annih i lation o f the soul at

death cannot be proved
,
and therefore

cannot be admitted . The idea that death

ends al l i s only a suppos ition
,
an infer

ence
,
an assumpti on'and si nce the o p

p o site suppos iti on, i nference, o r a ssu m p
tion is poss ible

,
the qu estion is open for

consideration without prej ud ice to either

s ide . If sc ienc e hes itates to subscribe

to that which she cannot prove
,
she must

wait a long time before she assents to

the doctrine that death ends al l . And

if we are real ly imbued with the true

sc ientific spirit
,
we shal l n o tmake haste

to pin o u r faith to the sleeve o f those

who mistake a mere conj ecture fo r

demonstrated fact. If it i s said that

Immortal ity is on ly an hypothes i s o r

postulate, the rep ly is that the oppos ite
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belief is also nothing but a postulate or

hypothes is
,
and that the po i nt to be

decided is
,
which hypothes i s on the

whole best fits into and acco u nts for al l

the facts .

Coming then to the facts
,
the first

fact to be cons idered is that appearances

are al l against the bel i ef in Immortal i ty.

Man as we se e and know him decays

and disappears . H i s senses , one by

o n e , fal l into ruin , his body is d is

s o lved
,
and the elem ents o f i t are

caught up by Nature and put to

other uses . What happens to the body

apparently happens to the immaterial

portion o f man’s being . The mind as

wel l as the b ody is subject to decay.

One by one the psychical powers d is

integrate before our eyes . Memory

crumbles
,
imagination fal ls down and
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dies, judgment, reason, will , all the fac

u ltie s which give man distinction and

constitute his gl ory
,
succumb to an e u

emy too strong for them
,
and so far as

o u r eyes can carry us the soul i s only

a bundle of powers ti ed together by a

cord o f flesh
,
the bundl e fall i ng apart

as soon as the cord is l oose ned o r de

stroyed . The e nergies whi ch form

the body separate and go the ir sev

eral ways
,
never to be reunited . Our

facul tie s enable us to trace the pro

cess
,
and the goal cannot be disputed .

The inference i s that the ene rgies

which make up the soul also disin te

grate
,
and flow back into the great

cosmos from which they came . The

s i le nce o f the grave i s ominous . N o

vo ices have ever come from it. Science

has perfected her instruments o f he ar
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ing to a miraculous degree of sens itive

ness
,
but there are no perceptib le

vibrat ions from the tomb . The thick

ness of the ve i l which separates the

world of the l iving from the worl d

o f the dead is also s ignificant. N 0 l ight

ha s ever shone through it . N 0 form

has ever been descried o n the other

s ide . Sc ience has developed her in

str u m e n ts o f see ing to a perfection

which ha s almost converted men into

gods
,
but there are no d iscoverable

l ight vibrations from the dark king

dom beyond the grave . The s i l ence of

the dead is a fact that ch i l l s and mys

tifie s . In the words of Carlyle ' “Thou

sands o f generati ons , al l a s noisy as

o u r own , have been swallowed up o f

t ime
,
and there remains no wreck o f

them any more
,
and Ple iades

,
and Arc
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turus, and Orion, and Sirius, a r e sti l l

shining in their courses
,
c lear and

young as when the shepherd first noted

them on the plains of Shinar . ' The fact

that so many generations with hungry

hearts have pass ionate ly implored the

s i lence to break into voice
,
with no r e

spou se but the echo o f their wail ing

importuniti es
,
would seem to indicate

that there is no one within the shadow

from whom an answer can ever come .

Appearances are al l against the doctrine

o f Immortal ity .

But appearances are often dece iving.

We cannot always bel ieve o u r eyes .

We s e e the su n ro l l ing down the west

ern sky . The astronomer corrects o u r

vis ion by his reasoned calculations

We se e the earth standing sti l l . N o

o n e of o u r s enses can detect a trace o f
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movement . But sc ience assures us that

the earth IS flying through space at the

rate of n ineteen miles a second
,
and

we accept the reve lati on because it i s

founded o n data which satisfy the rea

so n . Every sens ible man prefers to fo l

l ow reason rather than hi s eyes . The

question o f Immortal ity is a problem

for the reason . It cannot be settled by

the eye . There are problems forever

beyond the reach of the optic nerve .

We cannot walk by sight e ither in

s cience o r i n re l igion . Many real ities are

admitted by sci ence which science can

not se e . She bel ieves with all her mind

and heart i n a world that is su p e r se n

s ible . She bel ieves in co lors which the

eye has never seen
,
in s ounds which

the ear has never heard
,
in an ether

which man can n ever hope e ither to
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hear o r to s e e o r to feel
,
in movements

which cannot be detected
,
and in flam

ing suns which the keenest-eyed of al l

the te l escopes can never expect to find .

Science does not l imit hers elf to ex

iste n ce s which she can se e o r hear o r

handle . She will ingly assumes what

ever is necessary to account for the

phenomena wh ich spread themselves

o u t i n the field o f her vis i on .

The argument from silence is always

a dubious one . Si lence is a precarious

ground on which to build stable con

clu sio n s . The unsee n world is indeed

s i lent
,
but it may be that we have at pre

sent no faculties to cognize the vo i ces

of that world . If there are even phys

ical vibrations too fine to be caught by

o u r eye o r our ear o r by the most del i

cate o f extant inventions, it is not diffi
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cult to bel ieve in the existence of spirit

ual beings with whom our dull minds

cannot at present ho ld consc ious c o m

munion . It may be that the dead have

taken on a form which cannot report

itself to any of the senses with which

we are at present endowed . Our senses

are wonderful
,
but they have narrow

l imitations
,
and they carry us only a

l ittl e way into the al l-encircl ing m y s

te ry . It i s poss ible that whi le i t i s not

best for us at the present stage o f hu

man development to ho ld c o m m u n ica

tions with the dead, there may come a

time
,
however

,
when latent powers now

sleeping in us wil l be able to se e and

hear the things which so many genera

t ions have desired to hear and se e and

have not been able . The senses, then ,
cannot be al lowed to speak the final
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word on th is great question . If the move

ments o f the so l id earth beneath o u r

feet cannot report themselves to our

consciousne ss
,
l et us not be surprised

at our ignorance of the movements of

a world in which the dead l ive
,
if they

l ive at al l
,
set free from the physica l

organism by which it was poss ible for

us to come into communion with them

here .

Another fact which must be faced is

the diflicu lty which the imagin ation

finds i n conce iving any such existence

as that which the doctrine o f Im m o r

ta l ity invo lves . There are certain for

m idab le obstruction s presented to the

pictur ing faculty of the mind
,
and these

stumbl i ng-blocks have a tendency to

render the doctrine if not incredible, at

least di fficu lt to be l ieve . If the dead ar e
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indeed al ive , in what form do they ex

ist ? They are separated from the body
,

and a disembodied spirit is in co n ce iv

able . We cannot conceive o f the sou l

and the body existing separate in this

world'how then can we conceive of

such an anomaly in any world ? If you

try to th ink of the dead
,
you i nevitably

think o f them in connec ti on with the

body which they had in the ir l ife upon

earth . What cannot be pictured
,
the

imagination is incl i ned to toss as ide as

unreal . Only the imaginab le seems to

be credible .

But even if o n e were able to con

ce ive the continued existence of a sin

gle s oul after death
,
he would meet with

i nsurmountable obstacles as soon as he

attempted to form a picture in immortal

forms and colors o f al l the members o f
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the human race
,
who a r e l iving n ow and

who have ever l ived and who are go i ng

to l ive i n ages yet unborn . The historic

peri od pre se nts us swarming multitudes

which cannot be counted, and the pre

historic era brings into view masses

and myriads o f human beings which

cannot even be imagined . When the

mind attempts to grasp the in nu m e r

able and inconceivable and u n im agin

able mul titudes o f the i nterminab le eons

and ages, it s ickens and fal ls in a swoon .

What a spectacle is presented by the

story o f human l ife on the e arth'Tribes

and c lans
,
nati ons and races , continents

c overed with people
,
most o f them ig

n o ran t
,
savage

,
brutish

,
cruel, and super

stitio u s
,
l iving without aim and dying

without achievement
,
—who can toler

ate the thought that al l these countless
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l ives were careful ly perpetuated after

death
,
that not one individual in al l that

mountain mass of breathing
,
palpitati ng

flesh has ever ceased to be PThe thought

that al l are sti l l al ive is to many minds

repuls ive, revo lting , intolerable . The

thought that all are locked in an ever

lasti ng s leep i s soothing
,
refreshing .

Their dust i s mingled with the earth

and N ature makes u se o f it i n what

ways she can, and the thought that

their s ouls were long since dis s ipated

into nothingness brings the mind rel ief.

The un iverse seems a cleaner place

after this immeasurable waste and wel

ter o f human l ife has been gotten rid

o f . A millstone seems to have been

loosened from the neck of creation and

cast into a bottomless sea . There are

certain moods in which the Imagina
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t i on cries out trumpet-tongued against

the thought of Immortal ity .

Bu t the Im agination
,
l ike al l the other

faculties o f the mind
,
i s not infal l ible

,

and is often tempted to put o n airs . So

regal are her powers that she readily

imposes on us
,
and a l l the resources o f

the critical reason are necessary to ho ld

her in her place . It i s n o t true that the

unpicturable is imposs ibl e and that what

cannot be visual ized must be rej ected

as incredible . The powers o f the im

agin a tio n are l imited, and there are wide

domains into which she i s not al l owed

to go . She cannot picture a thought
,

nor draw the outl ine of an emotion
,
nor

form the image of a purpose . Al l the

contents of consc iousness are u n p ictu r

ab l e . We can think them
,
but we can

not paint them . The sou l itself has
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never sat for its portrait . There is no

image o f it i n the heavens above or in the

earth beneath or in the waters under

the earth . The Imagination has never

traced the ou tl i ne o f the human Spirit .

If it i s imposs ib le for the Imagination

to picture the soul in this world
,
it i s

n o t surpris ing that it cannot p icture it

in the other . N o o n e can picture the

soul i n the body, and therefore it need

not frighten us to discover that no o n e

can picture the soul out o f the body.

There are more things in heaven and

earth than are se t forth in o u r picture

books . We Shal l pos s ibly be able to

paint the sou l on the other S ide o f death

when we become able to paint i t o n

this S ide .

AS for the di fficulty o f picturing a

who l e race o f immorta l be ings, that is
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s imply a proof o f our l imitations . We

are frai l creatures and cannot stand up

under the weight of conceptions which

are suggested by the immeasurable uni

verse in which we l ive . W e a r e fini te,
and we cannot comprehend the powers

and the ways o f the Infinite . The Power

capab le o f creating al l these inn u m e r

ab l e b il l ions o f human beings , and keep

ing them al ive from the cradle to the

grave
,
i s no doubt capable o f sustain ing

them so long as they fulfil h is purpose .

What hi s purpose is we do not know,

and unti l this i s known we can pass no

judgment o n the wisdom o f p e r p e tu a t

i ng their existence . That al l the hosts

o f earth’s savage and unc ivil ized crea

tures shou ld remain forever in the same

condition in which they found them

se lves when death overtook them is n o t
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only improbable but preposterous
,
but

to th ink of a universe of men ever mov

ing upward in the scal e of thought and

love and wil l is a conception both exhil

a ra ting and satisfying. If we are to b e

l ieve only that which can be pictured
,

then we must give up our bel ief i n God .

He i s forever the unpicturable One
,

and no image of him can be made . He

transcends the l imits of al l o u r powers

o f thinking, and to entertain the thought

o f his keeping al ive al l the soul s whose

home was once this planet, i s no more

di fficult than to conceive a power

mighty enough to keep the stars al l

burning in the immeasurable depths o f

space .

A third fact sti l l more daunting is

that thought i s dependent on the brain .

Human consc iousness
,
so far as we
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know it
,
is a function o f the gray mat

ter o f an organ lodged within the skul l .

There are no mental phenomena in this

world independent of physical organiza

tion . Every phenomenon in conscious

ness is attended by a corresponding

movement i n the cerebral convo lutions .

This i s not theory
,
but demonstrated

fact . It i s o n e o f the cardinal facts

with which phys iological psycho logy

is at work . It has been found that forms

o f thinking are special ized , and that each

kind of thinking has its own separate

field i n the brain . Injury infl i cted upon

any o n e of these brain areas works havoc

with the particular form o f conscious

ness associated with that area . Modify

ing the structure of the brain cel l s by

an i nstrument o r by drugs produce s

transformati ons i n the mind
,
m e tam o r
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pho se s i n character. Destruction of any

piece of the apparatus involves the los s

of one or other of the mental operati ons .

The total destruction of the brain de

stroys consc iousness altogether. The

conclus ion is c ertainly natural
,
and

would seem to be inevitable
,
that the

brai n is an organ upon which the sou l

depends . The sal ivary glands secrete

sal iva
,
the l iver secretes b i le

,
so does

the brai n produce that curious product

known as consc iousness . Thought i s the

flame caused by oxygen and carbon

burning in the brain
,
it is the l ight

flashing out from an e lectric c ircuit
,
it

i s the mus ic which emanates from an

ae o l ian harp located in the Skul l . Brain

and mind are l i nked together in an in

tim a cy c loser and more wonderful than

the earl ier sc ience suspected . The fu nc
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tio n a l dependence of consc iousne ss o n

physical organization is the most start

l i ng fact which physio logical science has

brought to the attention of o u r age . N 0

other fact seems to have such an imme

diate bearing upon the who l e problem

o f the soul’s future as this o n e
,
and prob

ably n o other fact has shaken the faith

o f so many be l i evers in Immortal ity o r

has thrown so many persons into doub t

as to the val idity o f one o f the sovere ign

hopes o f mankind .

It i s worth while , therefore, to face

this fact with clear-eyed patience
,
that

we may ascertain its ful l dimensions

and come to know how much i t means

and proves . The fact stated again is

this 'Consciousness , so far as we know

it o n the earth, i s depe ndent on the cere

bral convolutions . Thought, so far as
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we know it
,
i s a function o f the brain .

But right here care must be exercised

to keep unwarranted suppos itions from

steal ing in . Conjectures and philo s o

phizings have a curious fashion of l eak

ing i n around every well-establ ished

fact . We must not forget that there are

d i ff erent kinds of dependence and vari

o u s
’ types of functions

,
and whether o r

not the s oul ceases to exist when the

brain is dis so lved , depends upon the

type of function and the kind of depend

ence represented in the brain . We know

that for every mo l e cu lar activity there

i s a certain change i n consciousness
,

but we do not know that the one is cre

ated by the other . They are concurrent

phenomena
,
but their relationsh ip sti l l

l i es completely in the dark . It i s not

proved that mo lecu lar vibrations are
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converted int o consc iousness o r that

chemical activiti es in the brain cel l s a r e

manufactured i nto purpose
,
thought

,
or

love . There i s nothing i n mental phe

n o m e n a l ike anything existing in the

body . They bel ong to another order o f

existences'and to say that a pinch of gray

matter has the capacity to originate an

emotion o r idea is to assert as fact more

than anybody knows . If the brain gen

crates thought as the steam engine gen

e r a te s steam,
then the destruction o f the

body me ans the ending of the soul .

But science has as yet di scovered no

th ing to prove that brain and conscious

ness are thus connect ed . It may be that

the soul is to the brain what the e ngi

neer i s t o the engine, and that the soul

uses the brain as a locomotive to carry

it along the track of its thought . It i s

7 1



ARGUMENT AGAINST IMMORTALITY

conceivable that the soul is not music
,

but the music ian , and that the brain i s

the instrument on which the soul makes

its mus ic
,
the harp on which the harper

i s playing
,
the pianoforte o n which the

pianist i s finding se lf-expres s i on
,
the

com et o r trumpet through which the

music ian is blowing spiritual mel od ies .

The harper i s dependent
,
i t i s true

,
on

his harp
,
but he survives the breaking

o f the harp strings'the pianist cannot
'produce piano music when the piano

strings are unstrung
,
but h is l ife runs

o n independent o f the fate of his piano'
the cornetist does not ceas e to be when

his instrument i s destroyed . It i s not de

n ied that in this earthly l ife thought in

its human form is dependent o n the

brain
,
and that without a brain man o n

earth can do no thinking'but if the
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brain is only the instrument on which

the soul plays its mental and emotional

compos itions
,
it i s open for us to bel ieve

that when the presen t instrument i s

worn o u t another wil l be provided . A

universe which is ingenious enough to

locate
—

in the Skul l a mechanism so mar

ve lo u s as the human brain
,
may be

trusted to construct an instrument sti l l

more wonderful to take the place of the

o n e which Death has broken to pieces .

Phys iological psychology knows no

thing which overturns the doctrine of

the life everlasting .

An other fac t thrusts itself upon us
,

demanding interpretation . The earl ier

stages of the career of all human opin

ions and bel iefs have in recent years

been exhaustively investigated
,
and the

origin of o u r bel ief in Immortal ity ha s
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been found to be so humble as to cast

suspic ion upon its value . There seems

to be evidence to support the contention

that it wa s i n hi s dreams that pr imeval

man got h is first notions of the unseen

world . The comrades that he had buried

appeared to him in hi s sl eep . H e aga i n

saw their faces
,
heard their vo ic es

,

fished and marched and hunted with

them as in the days of o ld .

‘

In th is way
,

so scho lars tell us
,
our forefathers came

to believe in a spirit world in which

the dead are not only sti l l al ive
,
but in

te r e sted in the things which occupied

their minds and enl isted their e n thu si

asm when they were l iving on the earth .

Grotesque and fantasti c imaginations

fi l led the brains Of these primitive men .

Their rel igion was a mass of su p e r sti

ti on, and the ir hearts were torn and
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tortured by the hideous phantasmagoria

which took shape in the ir ignorant and

half-fo rmed minds . Fe tishism i s the

name which has been given to this co n

glomerate of fancy and bel ie f
,
and em

bedded a t the centre o f it i s the noti on

o f a l ife beyo nd the grave . If we have

no hesitancy in casting aside the hun

dred crude and crazy notion s which

sprang up in those early days
,
why not

c onclude that the idea of a spiri t world is

o f the same i nsubstantial texture
,
a cur

ious anachronism which has been a l

lowed to survive alre ady quite too long ?

Is it not l ikely that the l ife after death

IS only a mirage projected from the

desert centre o f a barbaric mind ?

But the value of any ex isting thing

is not to be determined by the environ

m e nt in which it had its birth
,
but by
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the rOle i t plays in the life of mankind .

The val idity of a bel ief does not depend

upon its cradle
,
but upon the throne

which that belief i s abl e to ascend and

hold . N othing is to be despised because

its origin i s lowly . Were this a sound

princ iple of acti on
,
everything on earth

would deserve scorning
,
because every

thing o n earth began low down . One

cannot d isparage re l igion by saying that

it started i n feti shism
,
without also dis

crediting science
,
for sc ience and r e

ligio n began at the same po i nt . Scienc e

and rel igion were twins rocked in the

same cradle
,
and both al ike have thrown

Off their earl ier crudities and su p e r sti

tions in the l ight of a broader day . It

i s no condemnation to modern astro

n o m y that i t began i n astro l ogy, o r to

modern chemistry that the first chem
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ists were alchemists . The earl i est as

tr o n o m y bel i eved that there were stars

worth studying
,
and the first chemists

bel i eved that there were elements worth

experimenting with a nd comb ining's o

did the first thinkers on human l ife and

its destiny bel ieve that there is a spirit

world wi th which man is vital ly co n

cerned . The earl ier cruditie s must not

b e al lowed to blind us to the abiding

convictions which have outlasted them

al l . N o o n e despises St . Peter’s because

the first architect bui lt on ly a mud hut
,

o r the Sisti ne Madonna because the

first artist made a few awkward scrawls

with a charred stick o n a rock
,
o r the

ninth symphony of Beethoven because

the first music ian produced no i ses which

would to-day lace rate o u r ear'nor is it

reasonable to reject the sublime teach
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ing of Jesus on the l ife eternal because

the idea of Immortal ity was born in a

manger l ocated i n the rude stab le of the

primitive man . With be l iefs as with

men
,
it i s not the start

,
but the ending

,

which is most worth o u r attenti on .

Whether the i dea o f Immortality be

true o r false
,
there i s no reason why in

e ither case it might not start i n a dream .

If there be a Go d who has access to

the mind of man
,
we have no right

to assume he can make no use o f

dreams .

Sti l l another fact i s not without influ

ence in shaping the conclusions of men

i n regard to the fate of the soul . The

expansion of the univers e
,
as beheld

through the eye of modern science
,
com

pels man to se e h imself in a new light .

The earth is no longer the centre Of
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creation . We are the inhabitants o f an

ins ignificant p lanet in an obscure corner

o f a universe too vast to be measured .

The starry he avens drive the o ld ques

tion l ike a dagger dee per i nto the b e

wildered heart ' “What is man, that

thou art mindfu l of h im ? In the mood

o f s elf-abasement which sci entific dis

c o ve ry has forced upon many minds,
the o ld c laim to l ife everlasting seems

wildly presumptuo us, and even to e n

te rta in the thought of it smacks of van

ity and unpardonable conceit . Frai l and

fleet ing as the ephemera o f a summer

day
,
ins ignificant as the insects which

buzz o u t their l ittle hour and are
’

no

more
,
who is man that he should im

agine himself to be the darl in g of the

universe
,
desti ned to have his l ife per

p e tu a ted in other spheres in which his
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puny efforts may bring renewed di s

co m fitu r e s and his petty enterprises

drag on to the ir customary ins ignificant

and disappo inting goal ? This i s a frame

o f mind in which al l des ire to think of

Immortal ity is ext inguished . The doc

tri ne o f a future l ife i s not overthrown'
i t i s ignored . An atmosphere is created

in which the hope of l ife evermore i s

asphyxiated . E l ectric i ty and radium
,

time reactions and antitoxins , are more

worth whi le than are any of the pro

hlem s whose s olu tion can be reached

on ly by the Shaky ladder o f probab i l i ty

o r the bl ind leap o f faith . This i s the

attitude of those who have been beaten

into crawling self-depreciation by the
'

repeated enlargements o f the world o f

sense and time . Immortal ity has b e

come to many a man on ly “ the guess of
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a worm in the dust
,
and the shadow o f

its des ire . '

But if modern science has enlarged

o u r conception o f the phys ical un iverse
,

i t has al so widened o u r conception o f

man . If the outward horizon has been

receding, the i nner horizon has not

remained where it wa s . There a r e

widen i ng horizons i n man as well as in

N ature . Man has increased i n stature

with every increas e o f the world

which he i s bringing more and more

under his sway. He i s greater than any

o f the worlds which he has discovered .

The astronomic bodies are huge
,
but he

is greater than they'for, a s Pascal long

ago remarked
,
should they fal l o n h im

he would be conscious o f their fal l .

Science has rem oved the earth from the

central pos ition given it by the Pto le
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maic astronomy
,
but man sti l l retains

the central p lace granted him by the o ld

story in Genes is . Genes is and science

agree i n plac ing man at the top of cr e

ation
,
in laying the physical world at

his feet waiting for him to subdue it
,
in

making the animal creat ion look into

h is face
,
knowing that its fate is to be

determined by his wil l . Science and r e

ligio n both make him the lord of crea

tion
,
and never has he been s o co n sp ic

u o u sly and i ndisputably lord as to-day.

The area of his knowledge has under

gone amazing expans i on . H i s powers

o f knowing have been almost incr ed

ib ly increased . H e ha s developed the

apparatu s of research to marvelous per

fe ctio n . By the extens ion of h is vis ion

and hearing he has wrested fromN ature

secrets which She concealed from the
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mighti est of the ancient kings . H i s

sovereignty over the cosmic forces has

n ow reached a pitch which renders

him capable o f achievements which

were once poss ib le only to the geni i in

the fairy tal es . He has become a mira

cle worker
,
the latchet o f whose shoes

the greatest of the fabled magicians i s

n o t worthy to unloose . Enemies which

b aflled the Skil l and the power o f count

l es s generations now lie dead at his feet
,

s lain l ike so many serpents by the spe l l

o f his wizardry. Pesti lence and famine

and diseases which scourged mi l l ions

to the ir grave s l ink away from him l ike

gui lty things afraid .

And al l th i s
,
it is evident, i s on ly the

beginning . Man i s as yet a chi ld . He

can only walk . What wil l he do when

he is o ld enough to run ? He is yet in
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the early morn ing . What may be ex

p e cted of him at n oon ? In the glowing

hour of each new achievement
,
a vo ice

keeps whispering to him '
“ Y o u Shal l

do greater things than these I He h im

self i s the wonder of wonders . Physio

logical sc ience has analyzed his body
,

and her conclusion i s that he is fearful ly

and wonderfu l ly made . Psycho logy is

at work upon h i s mind
,
and his mind is

d iscovered to be far more wonderfu l

than his body. Psycho logy has been r e

written as wel l as b iology and chemis

try . Personal ity has discl osed mysterie s

as great as any found amid the c o n ste l

latio n s . Under the eye of sc ience the hu

man self has become increas ingly com

plex and wonderful . We have not yet

groped our way to its outer boun daries .

The mind i s found to be immeasurab ly
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larger than was once imagined . Con

scio u sn e ss i s only a part of the activity

o f the soul . It is an is land in an u nm e a s

u r ed sea, a mountain-top glowing in the

su n
,
with vast expanses al l around it ly

ing hidden in the dark . In personal ity

there are depths b e low depths
,
fathom

less abysses i nto which we can only gaze

and wonder . Man is endowed with o c

cult powers
,
the extent of which it i s

not poss ib le to con j ecture . There are

in human nature deep-lying capac ities

whos e character i s as y e t only dimly

known , and whose fu ture development

may usher in ages o f marve l s which

wil l cast into commonplace the century

which we cal l wonde rful . This is not

a time for putting one’s mouth i n the

dust
,
sobb ing with despairful heart '

“What i s man ? ' It i s a time to stand
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upon one’s feet and exclaim with a more

jubilant accent and an augmented a s

surance

Tho u hast create d him a little lower than Go d,

And hast cr own ed himwith glo ry and ho n o r. '

It i s not conce it
,
but sober sense

,

which leads to the surmise that gifts so

wonderfu l cannot find ful l scope for

their appo i nted exercise within the nar

row limits o f this earthly l ife
,
and that

death is only a l iberator letting l ife o u t

to its completion . If sc ience creates in

a certain type o f mind moods o f Ske p ti

cism and despair, there are other minds

in which she creates a mood not u n

l ike that o f the great Apostle when he

shouted ' O death
,
where is thy sting ?

0 death, where i s thy victory ?
'

Another fact starts up before u s . The

des ire fo r Immortality is n o t universa l .
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In many noble minds it does not exist.

Mi l l ions o f human beings are apparently

indifferent to the i s sues of death'to

many o f them an assurance o f extinction

would be a welcome announ cement.

They are weary with l iving and have

no wish to go o n . They love to think o f

death as a s leep in which al l unsatisfied

desires are extinguished andal l despairs

are slain . There are minds o f a high

order to which Immortal ity pre sents

itself a s a d i smal hypothes is, a doc

trine unbel ievab l e . That death ends al l

i s to some a deep-rooted conviction .

They walk toward the tomb with elastic

step
,
confident and glad that there the

journey forever ends . An argument fo r

Immortal ity has often been framed o u t o f

the sayings o f great men who have b e

lieved in it. An argument for ann ih i la
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tion might be constructed out o f the

sayings of men who have denied it.

Would it not seem from this confl i ct of

opinion that a cons iderable part of the

belief i n Immortal ity now exist i ng in

the world i s due to rel igious training ?

Impress ions are made upon the mind

by instructi on in the years of youth

which are not easi ly effaced . The fact

that in many intel l igent and cu ltivated

m inds what i s called the instinctive

bel ief in Immortal ity has no existence
suggests the possib i l ity that th is be l ief

,

wherever found, i s after al l an artificial

creati on
,
and that however l ong it may

continue to ab ide i n the uninstructed

hearts o f the masses, it is a mental pos

sess ion which increas ing enl ightenment

i s certain to destroy . If man i s by na

ture the he ir of Immortal ity
,
would not
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some ineradicable presentiment of th is

exist in the un iversal heart ? Does not

e very fish have the instinct to swim
,

and every bird the instinct to fly
,
and

eve ry animal the insti nct to run ? and if

man i s created to l ive forever
,
wou ld

not this fact be stamped indel ibly o n

the structure of every human being ?

Would not a man wish to do that for

which he had been created ? If there

be a spirit world fi l led with intel l igent

personal ities
,
would not that world tug

i ncessantly at men
,
creating in them pre

monitions and antic ipations and long

ings which could not be suppressed ?

Is it credible that s o cardinal a fact as

the l ife eternal could be s o hidden a s

to escape detection by men of loftiest

i ntel l igence and keenest moral vis ion ?

The fact that so many men do not b e
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l ieve i n Immortal ity
,
or des ire it

,
i s an

i ndication that it i s only a brain-sick

fancy o f an occas ional dreamer .

The argument is plausible
,
but not

s o conclus ive as i t sounds . N o doub t

the bel ief in Immortal ity is often nour

ished and strengthened by early rel ig

i ous teach ing
,
nor is there doubt that

the disbel ief in Immortal ity i s often

planted and watered by teaching of the

opposite sort . If some men are trained

into a bel ief in a l ife beyond , so are other

men trained into a bel i ef that the grave

e nds al l . That thousands should n o t

bel i eve in Immortal i ty is by no means

surpr i s ing
,
when one takes into co n sid

crati on the large number of enthusiastic

and persuasive teachers who have dri l led

their pupi ls in the catechism o f unbe

l ief . If we are to re j ect be l ief in an
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endless l ife because it is a m anu fa c

tu r ed product, we must discard be l ief

in a l ife ended by the grave
,
for the

same reason .

The frequent absence of an insti nct

ive des ire for the l ife unending must

not be given too great significance .

We should not forget the immaturity o f

mankind . The animal i nstincts are sti l l

predominant
,
and the spiritual capaci

t ies are only partial ly developed . In

mill ions of human beings there is no ap
pet ite for art

,
no hungering after know

ledge
,
no aspiration after moral excel

le nce . Men as wel l as plants go through

succe ss ive stages o f development
,
and

not every o n e reaches the goal a p

pointed . Arrested development is a phe

n o m e n o n met with in al l the kingdoms

o f l ife . A certain trait may be said to
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be characteri stic of a spec ies
,
al though

that trait does not appear in every in ~

dividual member of the species . The

desire for Immortal ity may be sa id to

be un iversal
,
even though in many men

i t i s not found . The ae stheti c sens e is a

common human possess i on
,
but in s ome

men it i s s o feeb le that one migh t say
i t does not exist at al l . There is a d if

ference in colors
,
but many eyes can

not detect the diff erence . Man can see

the diff erence
,
although many men can

not . Becaus e a few men are color-bl ind

we are not to deny the human eye

power to make a d isti nction in co lors .

We are j ustified in saying that all men

have ten fingers
,
al though an occas ional

man has only n i ne . It i s pos s ib le to lose

a finger by acc ident o r disease
,
and it

is also poss ible to be born with o n e

92



ARGUMENT AGAINST IMMORTALITY

finger lacking . Such exceptions do n o t

change the fact that man is a creature

with ten fingers .

N ow humanity is in a proces s o f evo

lu tio n
,
and men are not al l equally de

ve lo p ed. Capa citie s which in o n e man

are ful l-orbed
,
are in another m an em

b ry o n ic . Instincts which are ful l-bl own

in o n e
,
are latent in another . Powers

which in o n e Sou l are contro l l ing, are in

another soul so feeb le that they o u t n o

figure in the shaping o f the l ife . The

student of history i s prepared to find

every conce ivable variety o f combina

tion o f propens ities, aptitudes, and e n

dowments in the characters which take

part in the great world drama . There

are men who have no ear for mus ic
,

others no eye for art
,
others no sense

o f justice, others no des ire fo r purity,
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Others no idea o f pity, others no con

ce p tio n of a ltruism,
others no l ove o f

sp iritual attainment and conquest. If

the des ire for Immorta l ity be o n e o f the

primitive instincts , we must be pre

pared to find it feeble in many men
,

and in others undiscoverable altogether.

That it Should be absent from whole

strata of human society i s no more sur

pris i ng than that the love o f beauty o r

the des ire for moral growth should be

lacking in strata equal ly extens ive . It

i s an imperfect world in which we

are l iving
,
and many th i ngs fai l to ap

pear in individual s which are a funda

mental and constituent part o f human

nature .

Defective development wil l account

for many things
,
and degenerati on will

account for many more . Science in
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tracing the story o f evolution has much

to say about retrogression
,
and a return

to lower and more primitive forms . It

i s not uncommon for an organ i sm to

lose its footing o n the peri lous ladder

and go tumb l ing down to a l ower rung .

The tragic story o f the shrivel ing and

disappearing o f unused organs is one o f

the mos t thri l l ing chapters which sc i

e nce has written . Facu lti es neglected

become the prey o f the forces of death .

Powers subjected to no strain atrophy

and disappear . It may be that the organ

o f belief
,
l ike other organs

,
i s under the

s overeign ty o f th is general law,
and

that only he who cultivates a bel ief in

Immortal ity is granted permiss ion to r e

tain it . If a man l ives as though this

world were al l
,
he must e xpect the

other world to fade in to a Shadowy p o s
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s ib ility , and final ly into a dusky im p o s

sib ility . If one bui lds al l his hopes o n

th is l ife
,
the l ife to come cannot seem

in the end other than vague and in su b

stan tia l. Where one’s heart is
,
there

wil l his treasure be . Those things are

e ver mos t real to us o n which we do

most se t o u r minds . To banish from

thought the other world is to dis s ipate

it i nto mist . That many persons do not

be l ieve i n Immortal ity is only what o n e

might e xpect from the manner o f l ife

which they are l iving . It i s a l ife in

which no place is left fo r Hope . The

l ife may move on high intel lectual and

ae sthetic l eve l s , but if it i s exclus ive ly

preoccupied with the things o f time

and sense the unseen world will grow

increas ingly shadowy, and an endless

l ife wil l al l the time become harder to
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bel ieve . Charles Darwin lost his love

o f poetry
,
music

,
and painting

,
not b e

cause he was a reprobate or ev i l l iver
,

but because he gave h is thought to

other th ings . Even Shakespeare b e

came nauseating to him
,
so complete

was the atrophy o f the ae stheti c powers

o f the mind . The enj oyment o f the con

tem p la tio n o f the spir it world abides

only for him who l ives with the spirit

world evermore in S ight
,
and to him

who does not thus l ive
,
the idea of the

sp irit world i s l ikely to become what

Hamlet and L ear became to Darwin
,

unpalatable and revo lting . It i s not the

low-l ived only
,
but the high-l ived

,
the

men and women who devote them

selves with absorbing self-consecration

to h igh pursuits
,
who become

,
often

times
,
hopeless o f a life hereafter . The i r
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pursuits
,
though high

,
do not look b e

yond the earth .

The absence o f be l i ef i n Immortal ity

i s not i n every case
,
then

,
due to degen

e ra cy of inte l l ect, o r stunting o f mora l

sense
,
or pervers ity of wi l l

,
but s imply

to a growing insens itiveness to the fine

things of the spirit. H e would be bo ld,
indeed

,
who would pretend to say why

any particular man be l ieves o r dishe

lieve s as he does . We do not know the

potency o f heredity
,
or the subtle influ

e n ce s o f physical organ izati on
,
or the

moral value o f the many forces which

Spin and weave i n the h idden chambers

o f the soul . The modificati ons of brain

s tru cture are numberless
,
and the vari

ety of mental feature and emotional com

plexion i s infinite . N O one can account

for al l the variati ons in the physio logical
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structure of plants and animals . N ature

has ways of breaking through the canons

o f her establ ished procedure, and do ing

things beyond the fl ight of human antic i

patiou
,
and high above the reach o f hu

man in terpretati on . So in the wide realm

o f human thought and hope there a r e

developments o f bel ief and unbel ief
,

growths o f faith and skeptic ism,
tran

scending al l our powers o f understand

ing
,
and introducing problems f o r the

phi losophic inte l l ect as fascinating as

they are baffl ing . The spectacl e then of

a noble man o r woman casting be l i ef in

Immortal ity from him as a burden to o

heavy to be borne, however it may b e

wilder us
,
need n o t Shake o r overturn o u r

faith . In a world l ike this
,
unan imity of

bel ief concern ing anythi ng
,
no matter

what it is, cannot be expected . Upon
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every problem, however complex or S im

ple
,
there are d ivergences of o p in io n , a nd

it is because there are contradictory

voices always clashing round us that we

are thrown back on the use of our own fac

u ltie s and need to take dil igent heed lest

we miss the way . On every question

somemen turn to the right and othermen

turn to the l eft
,
and it i s for each one of

us to say which company he wil l fo l

low . The fact that great men and true

rej ect bel ief in Immortal ity does not

excuse us from the cal l to ponder the

question for ourse lve s , nor does it fol low

that because Opinion i s d ivided the su r

viva l of the sou l is doubtful . A th ing

may be doubtab l e and doubted , and yet

remain al l the time o n e of the most so l id

and certain of al l real iti es . The d ivis ion

o f opin i on i s s imply one of the factors
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to be taken into account by those who

work out the problem . We are to a sk,
not which hypothesis comme nds itself

to the best minds
,
or which hypothesi s

c ommends itself to the maj ority o f the

best minds
,
but which hypothes is com

mends itself to the largest number of

minds which seem best fitted
,
by inhe r

itan ce and genius and training, to deal

with a question of this nature . The con

sensus o f opinion of those best qual ified

to speak ha s a rightful place among the

determinant factors of a man’s personal

bel i ef.

One other argument remains to b e

cons idered . The bel ief in Immortal ity,
it i s said

,
i s not needed . It is superfluous .

Men need no such stimu lus as it off ers
,

no such consolation as it i s supposed to

give . Indeed, it i s worse than super
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flu o u s
,
it i s misch ievous

,
even pern i

cio u s . It i s a menace to the highest

moral l ife . It destroys the dis interested

ness o f virtue
,
and when virtue becomes

calculating and prudent she ceases to

be virtuous . The bel ief in Immortal ity

has hitherto been cultivated for the pur

pose o f persuading men to cease to do

evi l and o f helping them to learn to do

wel l . To secure fide l ity to high ideals
,

prizes have been suspended in the other

world
,
and to frighten men from evi l

courses fires have been kindled there .

But al l this is enervating and de m o ra liz

i ng . ' irtue needs n o ass istance and no

sanctions . ' irtue i s its own reward . A

man ought to be noble enough to keep

himself c lean without a threat
,
and

brave enough to do right without the

promise of a sugar-p lum . It i s morb id
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and unmanly
,
therefore

,
to give one’s

thought to a future l ife . To want to

l ive forever is a sort of refined s e lfish

ness . L e t e very man give himself u n

reservedly to the world that now is
,

letting other possible worlds Shift for

themselves . This way l ies manl iness,
virtue

,
moral ity at its highest .

Moreover
,
if the mind should in spite

o f every effort pers ist i n thinking now

and then of what the grave conceals
,

let every thought of personal im m o r

tal ity be careful ly excluded . Whatever

i s personal i s l imited
,
and the future

must be swept clean o f al l l imitati ons .

The thought o f an immortality which

is persona l debases
,
while the co nce p

tion o f corporate immortal ity ennobles

and sets free . It is permitte d us to hope

that man may b e imm orta l, whi le men
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are not . The race may survive, whi l e

the individual perishes . A man may

die
,
but his deeds l ive on . H is sou l may

vanish
,
but the essence o f his l ife sur

vives in the work which he did
,
in the

soc ia l i nfluences he s e t in motion
,
in

the i deals he he lped to gl orify and

crown . This is eternal l ife o f a superior

sort . This is a future c leansed o f every

taint o f s elfishness and purged o f al l

human earth iness . To the great anthem

o f humanity it i s permitted for every

man to contribute an enriching note, and

this anthem, over the dust o f those who

l ived to make it poss ib l e
,
roll s o n forever.

But shou ld you find it imposs ib le to

th ink o f human ity surviving forever

more
,
and find yourse lf compe l l ed to

bel ieve that even th is august anthem

m ust some day die away, there sti l l t e
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mains this glorious thought that the

s ouls of men survive in the soul of the

sum of things . Or Should you prefer to

employ the terms which rel igion has

consecrated to her use
, y o u can think

o f e very sou l losi ng itself in God, melt

ing into Deity
,
fused in the great Being

o f whom the cosmos i s the vi s ible ex

pre ss ion . This is the immortal ity o n

which there i s not a blot . Al l p e r

sonal l imitations are annihi lated
,
al l per

sonal memories are washed away
,
al l

personal affecti ons are disso lved
,
all per

sonal tendenc ies and pecul iarities and

a ch ievements are swal l owed up in the

fathomless gulf of the unspeakab le and

i neffable Whole . The ultimate goal

o f the soul i s absorpti on in the Infinite
,

o r
, to u se the word o f the Sages o f the

East, N irvana .
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But this l i ne of reasoning
,
however

ethereal a nd impos i ng
,
ha s du b io u s f o u n

dations . If it i s se lfish to desire to l ive

o n the other s ide the grave
,
it i s se lfish

to des ire to l ive on this S ide . If it i s de

moral izing to character to anticipate l ife

a hundred years from now
,
it i s de m o r a l

iz ing to antic ipate the l ife of next year
,

next month
,
next week

,
to-morrow . It

would seem that in order to l ive at

one’s best
,
one ought not to want to

l ive at al l . But exper ie nce proves that

when one has no des ire to l ive
,
the fac

u ltie s lose their edge , and the ' ital

forces dwindle . Th e desire to l ive i s

not se lfishness
,
but only the des ire to

l ive for narrow and dishon oring ends .

The mother who wants her l ife to be

prolonged unti l her chi ldren are old

enough to face the duties and dangers
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o f the world is hardly to be condemned

as selfish . One might des ire to l ive for

ever for the purpose o f forever do ing

good .

If it i s vitiating to think of rewards

and penalties beyond death
,
i t must be

contaminati ng to take account o f them

in the l ife which now is . The schoo l

boy
,
to be healthy and normal

,
must

not th ink of promoti on'the clerk must

banish al l des ire for advancement'the

farmer must not look forward to the

harvest
,
nor any o f the world’s work

ers to the recompense of their reward .

What Shal l we say of reasoning which

cuts acros s the grain of al l the healthy

instincts and natural workings o f the

human mind ? The man who l ives in

this world
,
heedless of al l consequences

o f his deeds
,
i s called a madman or a
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foo l . If l ife beyond the grave is poss ib le,
why should not the poss ibl e cou se

qu e n ce s be occasional ly considered ?

' irtue is i ndeed its own reward, but if

the reward runs o n forever, why con

ceal from the imaginati on a fact so glo

r io u s ? It never hurts us to know the

best . The largest knowledge i s the saf

e st ground from which to proj ect o u r

p lans and enterpri ses . The God who

s o orders l ife as to make u se in th is

world o f the principles of hope and

fear
,
may not find it imposs ible to make

u se of the same principles in the bui ld

ing o f character which is to outlast the

stars . The idea o f shutting o u t al l thought

o f the future for the purpose of e nha nc

i ng the quality of virtue in the present
,

is an idol o f the cave . So long as man

is a creature who l ooks before and after
,
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s o l ong wi ll he be sobered by memory

andheartened by hope . It is n o t reason,
but arb i trary caprice

,
which says tha t

hope shal l no t wing he r way beyond

the grave .

The den ial o f personal immorta l ity

i s the den ial of imm ortal ity altoge ther.

To substitute for personal immortal i ty

corporate o r any other sort o f quasi

immortal ity i s to off e r not bread
,
but a

stone .

0 may I jo in the cho ir invisible
Of tho se immo rtal de ad who l ive again
In minds made be tter by the ir pre sen ce

ha s, it is true, a lofty sound, but the

s ound when analyzed is found to carry

i n its heart a dirge . The tragedy can

not b e covered by high-s ounding talk o f

l os ing one’s se lf in De ity . Poets l ike

' irgi l and others may sing of the sou l
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melting into God
,
but the words

,
how

ever ae stheti cal ly impress ive
,
have no

ascerta i nab le meaning . It i s imposs ible

for o n e person to melt into another.

Personal ity robbed o f al l the marks o f

individual ity ceases to be pers onal ity

altogether . Take away the qual iti es by

which a person is known and you de

stroy the person . Such express i ons as

Pure Being ' or the Abyss of Being '

o r the “Ocean of Being ' have no S ig

n ifican ce for thought . They are s imply

phrases with which men juggle
,
se lf

dece ived and dece ivi ng others . A lfred

Tennyson gave express ion to the co n

victio n of the unspoiled human heart

in the l i nes

Eternal fo rm Shal l still d ivide
The e tern al so u l fro m al l be side ,
And I shall kn ow him when we meet.
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If the soul l ives at al l after death
,
it l ives

endowed with self-consc i ousness and

with the power of self-determination .

These a r e n o t l imitations, but the essen

tial conditions o f self-activity and self

real izat ion . The scinti llating phr a se o

logy o f pantheisti c poetry is on ly the

purple velvet with which the i ngenious

m i nd decks out the forb idding doctrine

o f annihi lation . If funeral bel ls are tol l

ing for o n e and al l o f us the march to

everlast ing death
,
l et us face the fact

,

never wincing
,
nor attempt to mu ffle the

solemn music o f the ir tones i n the se

du ctive ru stl ing o f gaudy and deceitfu l

phrases .



III

THE ARGUMENT FOR IMMORTAL ITY

HA' ING cons idered various facts

which seem to make war upon the hope

o f Immortal ity, or at least to render the

mind re luctant to rest upon that hope
,

let us now bring together the various

facts which point in the oppos ite di

rection, and which, while not p roofs ,
whether taken s ingly o r al l together

,
are

neverthe l ess b i ts o f testimony of varied

we ight
,
which must be taken into ac

cou nt by those who seek convictions in

regard to this momentous matter .

F irst of al l
,
l et us turn to Sc ience

and ask her what she has to say . It i s

true that she cannot say anything pos i
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tive ly in the way o f “Y e a
'
o r

“N ay ,
'

fo r the reason that Science i s l imited

to the study o f the phe nomena o f ex

p e r ie nce . Al l such questions as that o f

Immortal ity l ie entirely beyond he r

sphere . N o o n e n ow o n the earth has

e ver experienced Immortality, and no

o n e i s in possess i on o f faculties which

a r e able to take cognizance o f disem

bodied spiritual e xistences . The nerv

o u s system is l imited in its powers o f

receptive ness
,
and i s n o t able to estab

l ish communication with a world in

which matter does not p lay a part. The

unseen world is therefore beyond the

reach o f Sc ience . Spirits do not ac

knowledge the potency o f blowpipes
,

cru cib les
,
l enses

, o r retorts . Ob se rv

ation and experiment
,
the two great in

str um e nts o f Science , are use les s when
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o n e comes to deal with the souls of the

dead .

This last statement i s by some dis

p u ted. There are those who wil l not

acknowledge that the dead cannot make

themselves known both to our mind

and to our senses . They claim that we

have no right to l imit the powers of the

human intel lect
,
that latent capacitie s

l ie buried which i n most men have

never been developed
,
and that there

are good grounds to bel ieve that ex

p e r im e n ta l science wil l some day have

i n its possess ion a mass of facts which

wil l prove to pos itive demonstration

the surv ival of the soul after death . It

i s declared by a few that such facts are

already in their possession
,
but as yet

the overwhelming m ajority of sane

th inkers are unwill ing to admit that any
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demonstrable communication between

the inhabitants of the two worlds has

been establ ished
,
nor are they wil l ing

to concede that it wil l e ver be possib le

by any perfecting of the methods of

Science, o r by any refinement of the

powers of human nature
,
to prove that

the dead are sti l l al ive . But whatever

the future may have i n store
,
i t i s safe

to assert that
,
up to the present

, Sc ience

has no authentic and sati sfying word

to speak o n the subject of Immortal ity.

She cannot prove l ife beyond death,
neither can she disprove it . She has no

warrant for condemning those who b e

l ieve it
,
and She can furnish on ly a du

bion s support to those who deny it . She

has much to say about many things,
but not about Immortal ity . Her in stru

ments o f research are powerful, bu t
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they are impotent in the realm of the

dead .

And yet it i s we l l worth whi le to

l i sten in the school of Science , for whi le

she cannot speak words o f authority

bearing directly on this prob lem
,
she

teaches many things which
,
when duly

pondered
,
have a tendency to predis

pose the mind in favor o f the l ife ever

lasting . She cannot create be l ief, but she

can strengthen the bel ief which already

exists . She cannot compe l bel ief, but

by pointi ng out certain facts which She

has found in the c ourse o f her i nvesti

ga tio n s, she can make it eas ier to b e

l ieve .

One o f the most striking o f sc ientific

facts is that nothing can be destroyed .

Science aflirm s that matter i s inde stru ct

ible, and so also i s energy . One can
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change the form o f both
,
but o n e can

ann ihi late neither o f them . Both of them

may pass through many transformations
,

but the mass o f each remains evermore

the same . This indestructibi l ity o f force

and matter i s the basis o f o n e of the

most famous o f o u r modern sc ientific

dogmas
,
—the Conservation o f E nergy.

It is a doctrine which passes undisputed

through the entire sc ie ntific world
,
and

it i s n o t without bearings o n the su b

je ct now in hand . If forces l ike heat and

l ight and e le ctric ity are indestructib le,
possib ly personal force i s al so beyond

the reach o f annihi lation . Personal ity is

a form o f e nergy, and if the cosmic e n

e rgie s with which the sc ienti st in his

laboratory is wont to work cannot be

destroyed
,
i t may b e that this highest of

a ll the forces o f energy with which we
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are acquainted
,
the energy of the human

will
,
also bel ongs to the category o f r e

a litie s which wil l ab ide forever. If e n

e rgy i s capable of undergo i ng amazing

metamorphoses when subjected to new

conditions
,
it may be that man can take

a new form and put on incorruption

when touched by the fire of death and

subj ected to the play of spiritual force s

whos e home is i n the unseen world .

This is not proof, but it has a tendency

to loose n certain prej udices of the mind

against c onti nued personal existence .

Among the general izations of modern

science the doctri ne of evo lution ho lds

the foremo st place . In its detail s and

impl ications it spl its men of s ci ence into

confl i cting schoo l s
,
but the root idea is

universal ly accepted'that we are l ivi ng

in a growing un iverse , that man i s a
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creature o f development
,
and that he

has come up through uncounted ages

from an origi n that was lowly . Science

has opened a wondrous vista through

which we see the past . She has d is

c losed that in te rm inab le fl ight of steps up

which man has made his way into the

possess ion o f his present powers . The

struggle has been a long and painfu l

o n e
,
and the progress has been pur

chased a t a frightful cost. In the pres

e nce o f a spectacl e s o amazing, que s

tions crowd upon the meditative mind .

What is the mean ing o f al l this ? Why

this vast expenditure o f time and pain

and blood ? H ow can we reconc i le so

extravagant and unprofitabl e a process

with the workings of an Infinite mind

at onc e rational and b e n efice n t ? Sure ly

some radiant end is held in view. It

1 19



ARGUMENT FOR IMMORTALITY

must be a divine event towardwh ich
this struggl ing and bleeding creation

moves . There must be an august and

transcendently gl orious final e of thi s

dark and dreary drama which has been

unfo ld ing painfully through the ages,
growing brighter with the tedi ous and

almost imperceptible gradations o f a

reluctant dawn
,
maintaining even to the

present hour distress ing marks of crude

ness
,
fai lure

,
and im perfection

,
but fu r

n ishing, here and there , sometimes faint,
and sometimes gleaming hints o f a vast

and incomprehens ib le and heaven ly de

s ign . By the enlargement o f the past
,

Science has given the future new dim e n

s ions . By unro l l ing before our eyes that

which has been
, she has awakened in us

vaster expectations of what is go i ng to be .

By train ing us to look downward she has
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educated us to look upward . The mind

which beholds the extended and to i l

some journey which humanity ha s made
,

l eaps by an innate propuls ion into the

ages yet unborn . In a world so large

everything glorious seems poss ibl e .

L ife with such amazing powers o f e n

durance and pers istence— why Should

it not run on forever Why should man

have come s o far if he is destined to go

no farther ? The mind recoi l s i n pain

from the thought that after a journey so

rough and so steep
,
he should in a mo

ment cease to be . Science has l ifted us

to a nobler temper .
j

Whe n o n e is imbued

with the sc1e n tific spirit it i s d i fficult to

harbor ideas which are narrow or mean .

The vis ion of the vast sweep of upward

moving l ife predisposes the mind to

hospital ity toward the very largest con
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cep tio n s of man
’s miss ion and desti ny.

A creature which has traveled such dis

tances and fought such battl es and won

such victories deserves
,
one is com

p e lled to say , to conqu er death and rob

the grave of its vic tory .

If at th is po int some one suggests

that al l such cravings o f the mind are

sati sfied by the thought that the race

goes on even though the i ndividual may

perish by the way
,
the reply i s that

,

a ccording to Science, the years of the

human race upon this planet are num

bered . The su n i s los ing heat the su n

i s dying . The day wi l l come when i t

wil l be a bal l of ice . L ong before that

day al l l ife upon our earth wil l have b e

come exti nct. The race of men in the

physical stage of its career will come to

an end
,
and if only in the flesh and o n
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this planet it i s poss ib le for mankind to

exist
,
then soon or late there wi ll r e

main nowhere in the universe a so l itary

vestige of that wonderful order of b e

i ngs once known a s men . Against such

a consum mati on the soul of Charl es

Darwin rebel l ed .

“ It i s an intolerable

thought
,

' he wrote
,

“ that man and al l

other sentient bei ngs are doomed to

complete annihi lation after such long

continued
,
s low progress . ' While evo

lu tio n furnishes no proof tha t
'

the sou l

survives death
,
i t nevertheless i nc ites in

the mind a wish that such survival were

poss ible
,
and renders it re luctant to co n

s ider the grave as the goal of the hu

man journey . The pictured doom o f the

so lar system renders the mind more in

s istent in its demand that man shal l be

saved .
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Our generation has been trained by

its scientific teachers to al low large sig

n ifica n ce to phenomena which are ubi

qu ito u s and pers istent . For the evanes

cent and the occas ional
,
modern sc ience

has scant regard' but for ev erything

which has in it the power of surviving

and expanding
,
she has a beautifu l r e

spect . Things which pers is t have a rea

so n
,
She declares

,
for being

,
and no

thing ca n be permanent which is not an

essential part of the great world order .

The permanence of certain types o f

l ife
,
and the perpetuati on o f certai n

functi ons i n organisms
,
are facts of deep

meaning to a mind scientifical ly trained .

What always has been is l ikely to con

tin u e to be
,
and however inexpl icable

i t may be to the intel l ect o r diflicu lt to

justify at the bar o f the reason, i t is
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rooted, we may confidently bel ie ve, i n

the eternal real ity
,
and has an essential

part to play in the great cosmic scheme .

N ow o n e o f the most fasc inati ng o f

al l fields open to scientific investigation

i s the primeva l world . During the last

half-century primitive man has focu ssed

the attention o f many minds . Our r e

mote ancestors have been supposed to

hold the keys which a r e going to u n

lock the doors through which we may

pass into the heart of n o t a few o f the

world’s mysteries . N o record le ft by

them has bee n neglected . Every mark

which they m ade o n rock o r metal
,

every implem ent left buried in the sand,
e very syl labl e which ha s escaped o b lit

cration, has been scrutinized and pon

dered by men convinced that i n these

denizens o f primeval days there l ie
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clues to the labyrinths in which we are

wanderi ng now . To push thes e investi

ga tio n s back to the earl iest utmost has

been the ambition of every p a le o n to lo

gist . At his heels have fo l l owed the

phil osopher and the psycho logist
,
eager

to grasp the meaning of that long van

ishedworld . Among the many facts dis

covered none is more i ncontestable than

this ' the bel ief in the unseen world is

coeval with man’s origin on this earth .

From the beginning man bel ieved that

l ife does not end at death, and l ooked

upon his comrades whom death had

h idden from his eyes as st i l l l iving i n

some ghostly world . The bel ief was

not pecul iar to any o n e tribe o r clan ,
n o r was it confined to any o n e quarter

o f the globe . It was ubiquitous . Whe r

ever early man has left l egibl e traces
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o f his existence he has left evidence of

h is bel ief in a l ife after death . How he

came into this bel ief we do not know .

Why he came into it we cannot say . It

seems to be one of h is primeval posses

s ions
,
l ike the power o f standing u p

right and the gift o f speech .

But the ubiquity of a bel ief does not

prove its val idity
,
for many a su p e r sti

tion once ubiqu i tous has been later o n

doomed to die . The bel ief in a l ife after

death as held by primitive man was

immeshed in a mass of crude and foo l

ish notions which have long s ince been

outgrown . But while many a grotesque

and S i l ly notion has passed away
,
the

bel ief in the unseen world as the home

o f the dead sti l l survives . Through u m

counted ages it has held its ground
,
and

no storm o r revolution seems able to
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overthrow it . Many ideas have been

l eft behind
,
many hopes havexb e e n sur

rendered
,
many dreams are dreamed no

more
,
but the primitive convicti on that

man i s al ive o n the other s ide of death

i s sti l l a pos ses s ion of every race of men .

Its roots run down into the deep p laces

o f the mind
,
and seem to be inextri cab ly

intertwi ned with man’s i ndestructible

mental possess ions . It i s p r o b ab ly a part

o f himse lf . N othing, apparently, i s able

to destroy it. Arguments against it avai l

nothing . Changing fashions of opinion

may for a season Shake it
,
but they do

not uproot it . The skeptic ism o f the

l earned does not caus e it to wilt . The

unbel ief o f the 'l ite is on ly the Shadow

o f a pass ing cloud . Many plaus ible rea

sons ca n be urged against it
,
but they

lack the power to overthrow . Men who
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throw away the teachings of Jesus do

not a s a rule part with this . M e n who

rej ect al l rel ig i ons are sti l l haunted by

obstinate questi on ings
,
which ind icate

that down deep within them the germ

o f the o ld bel ief in Immortal ity is stil l

al ive . Those who, s ick of l ife , meditate

suic ide
,
fin d themselves saying'

To die ,—to Sle ep
To sle ep ' perchan ce to dre am

,
- ay , there

’
s

the ru b '

Fo r in that sle ep o f de ath what dre ams may
come .

'

This primitive be l ief has a grip o n us
,

and we cannot shake i t o ff . What gives

it this vital ity ? What is the source o f its

strength ? It l ives i n the hearts of sav

ages . It makes i ts h ome in the breast of

barbarians . It bui lds a temp le in the

souls of the men who have cl imbed

1 29



ARGUMENT FOR IMMORTALITY

highest . It not only exists , but it works .

It is a factor i n human development .

It is a force i n social evo lution . It i s a

power i n po l iti cal and industrial a swel l

as in domestic and rel igious l ife . Tear

it out of the human heart and you

change the desti ny of the world . Man

i s what he is to-day largely because of

fin s Indestruc tible b el ief
,
this steadfast

and glowing hope . It i s ub iquitous and

it i s pers istent . It seems to meet the

test which Science has presented for de

te rm in ing what are the things of high

s ignificance . So vital and permanent a

phenomenon cannot be due to chance .

There is a reason for its existence ,
and the reason l i es deep in the consti

tu tio n o f the cosmic order . Bel ief in

a future l ife is seemingly an essential

constituent of o u r human world . This
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universal and long-continued gazing

through the tomb into a world beyond

is presumptive evidence that there is

something there . It i s not the nature of

l iving organisms to throw out tendencies

pers istently toward supports which do

not exist . Organisms do not make r e

spou ses continuously to imaginary stim

ul i . L iving things
,
so far as Science

knows them
,
respond only to real iti es .

If the heart of man i s ever feel ing after

something o n the other S ide the grave
,

if i t reacts upon the darkness which

death creates
,
we have good ground

for thinking that there i s a real ity hid

den in the darkness
,
a real world to

which the soul o f man belongs . The

fact that bel ief i n Immortal ity i s ubiqui

tous and pers istent i s not in co n tr o ve r t

ib le proof that man l ives forever
,
but
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Science has given us such a deep r e

spect for th ings which are universal and

which abide
,
that She ha s i ncreased our

reverence for the primitive and inde

s tr u ctib le conviction that when a man

d ies he l ives again .

Science has al so i n recent years given

u s a new apprehension of the m y ste r i

o u sn e s s of man’s be ing. Personal ity is

being studied with as much patience

and enthusiasm as radium and e lectric

ity . The farther the investigations are

pushed the more wonderful the human

s oul is found to be . The s elf i s a world

in i tself
,
and is i n the possess ion of pow

ers the extent of which has not been de

te rm in ed. There are depths and heights

o f the mind which cannot be measured .

Sl eeping powers l ie conceal ed which

have notyet been awakened . Consc i ous
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ne ’ss i s apparently only a small part of

o u r mental self . Immeasurable realms

extend out beyond the frontiers of con

scio u sn e ss . Energies are l ocked up

which have not yet been cal led into ac

tion'the greatest o f the miracles have not

yet been performed . Hal lucination, te

le pa thy , hypnoti sm,
clairvoyance, these

a r e names of kingdoms which lie o u t

stretched in th i s dim Shadow-land
,
and

what may some day b e disc losed the

kee nest-eyed of the prophets cannot now

foresee . Al l that we know i s that hu

man personal ity is inexpress ive ly
,
awe

inspiringly wonderful . There are dim

and mystifying hints that the sou l i s

possessed Of powers which cannot find

e xpression in the mo lecular action of

the brai n
,
altogethe r too vast to find

scope fo r the ir exe rcise in the l imited
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earth-arena
,
and promis ing prodigies of

achievement for which the space of

threescore years and te n i s quite too

brief . H ere again there is no proofwhich

cannot be doubted
,
but Sc ience by giv

ing us gl impses into the abysmal depths

o f pers onal ity makes us less reluctant

to bel ieve that the s oul is too great to

perish .

In the frame o f mind which Science

creates and fosters
,
we are prepared to

l i ste n sympathetically to the testimony

o f Phil osophy . Phi losophy l ike Sc ience

brings no incontrovertib le proofs
,
but

She ha s accumu lated a variety of infer

e nce s and deductions which must be

s ifted
,
weighed

,
and al lowed to exert

upon the judgment what i nfluence

they may . The combined consider

a tio n s o f Phi losophy cannot establ ish
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the truth o f Immortal ity for any o n e

who is determined to deny It . The force

o f what She has to say i s strong, but not

irres istible . It i s left for every man to

conclude for himself whether he shal l

accept or rej ect the doctrine of l ife e ver

lasting. Certainty in matters such a s

th is i s an attainment
,
and only those

who seek with patient and reverent

hearts find .

Phi losophy carries i n her eye the e n

tire universe, the world withi n as well

as the world without. To the philo so

pher the phenomena o f consc iousness

are as so l id and s ign ificant as are the

phenomena in the realm o f force and

matter . Facts , Phi losophy ins ists, are

not confined to happenings in the earth

and sky . They a r e found also in the

world which man carrie s in his heart.
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There are facts of c onsc iousness as we l l

as facts of history
,
and the inner move

ments of the soul are not to be over

looked i n framing our theory o f the

world . Phil osophy pays attention to the

activities of the i ntel lect and also to the

movements o f the heart . She recog

n ize s the value of the reason, and she

pays deference to the affections and

emotions . The i nte l l ect i s only a smal l

fraction o f man’s tota l being, the p r o

cesses of the reas on are but a fragment

o f the aggregate operati ons o f the sou l .

Man has thoughts, opin ions, notions,
ideas

,
and he also has attractions and

repuls i ons , i nstincts and intu itions , pas

s ions and emotions
,
aspirati ons and in

eradicab l e hu nge r ings . Al l thes e mys

tic and mighty powers must be cal led

as witnesses and al lowed to testify in
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the great i nvestigation concerning the

nature and the destiny of the soul . The

heart has reasons wh ich the Reason

cannot understand . The philos opher in

rummaging through the treasure-house

o f the soul finds the ide a of Im m o r

tal ity and also the des ire for it . He

cannot help asking if this des ire for Im

mortal ity may not be evidence of man’s

capacity for it . If there is an appetite

for l ife everlasti ng
,
the chances are that

the appetite wil l not go unsatisfied . If

the he art’s aspirations keep leapi ng

toward eternity
,
it i s n o t unl ikely that

etern ity has some blessed th ing in store .

The norma l human heart takes kindly

to the thought of l ife beyond the grave .

It communes with it as with an o ldand

faithfu l friend . The thought o f ann i

hilatio n , o n the other hand, brings to
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the fresh and unspo i l ed heart a chi l l

and gloom . The sou l revo lts from it
,

and sl inks away as from a treacherous

foe . N owhere does our heart u tter s o

vehement a protest against obl ivion as

at the open grave of o n e whom we

have loved . The soul i n its most afle c

tio n a te moments recoi l s from the idea

o f extinction . The colder Reason may

say '
“Bel ieve no more ''but the heart

stands up and answers ' “ I have fe lt . '

There i s a heat of i nner evidence which

compels us to bel ieve agai nst the sense .

At the grave o f a great man
,
stricken

down at the noon of his power
,
there is

s omething within us which shouts o u t

against the thought that already he has

passed into nothingness and i s now no

more than if he had never been . In its

highest moods the sou l turns instinct
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ive ly toward a future l ife . It i s its nature

to do this . We know things by what

they do . If the soul i s so constituted

as to turn spontaneou sly in its greatest

hours toward the morning o f another

day
,
the rational inference is that such

a day wil l dawn .

Man has an ethical sense
,
an innate

love o f Justice . An act of inj ustice

brings pain to the developed man
,
even

though the injustice does not affect his

own tempora l i nterests . H e feel s that

an unj ust act i s an outrage on the uni

verse
,
and that the Eternal Spirit must

be just even though the heavens fal l .

But the world i s fi l l ed with cruelty and

foul play . N ever a day dawns and fades

that some heart does not break under

the weight of undeserved and a ccu m u

lated wrongs . Aga i n and again i s truth
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crushed to the earth
,
and in many cases

it does not ri s e again unti l long after

the actors in the human drama who saw

its overthrow have made the ir exit to

return no more . Right is forever on the

scaffold
,
wrong is forever o n the throne .

' i ce dressed in satin rides in a carriage,
while virtue clad in rags goes a fo o t .

_

In

many a quarter the poor and the help

less are ground under the feet o f might
,

and there i s no del iverer. Whole gen

e ra tio n s have gone groan ing to the

grave
,
scourged by the iniquity of ru lers

and robbed by the rapac ity o f those who

should have been their protectors and

friends . God i s i ndeed in his he aven
,

but al l i s not we l l with the world . The

moral judgment is constantly scandal

ized by the interminable tragedy of the

world’s l ife . The i nj ustice of the order
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o f e vents infl icts deep and dangerous

wounds in the mind o f the observer o f

the astonishing drama
,
and where i s r e

l ief to be found ? Only in the be l ief that

this world is n o t al l . If every human

l ife ends at the grave, then there are

wrongs that never can be righted
,
and

losses that can never be made good .

The re are outrages that can never be

atoned for
,
and recompe nses that can

n ever be secured . Without another

world, the present world becomes an

in solub le riddle, and l ife an en igma

which tortures the heart. A s e cond

world is ne eded to render the first world

endurable . L ife beyond death i s n e ce s

sary if we are to retain unshaken o u r

faith in the j ustice of the World-Ruler .

We cannot eas i ly bring ourse lve s to

th ink that we are l iving in a universe
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s o ordered as to bri ng us to permanent

moral confus ion . If souls
,
after l ife’s

fitfu l fever here
,
l ive o n , the tragedy of

human history i s not removed
,
but the

heart is braced to gaze upon it with u n

quail ing fortitude
,
and hope i s furni shed

with soaring and puissant wings .

But it is not justice only which in

th is world fai l s to reach its coronation .

There i s nothing which man hopes o r

p lans
,
when he i s l iving at h is highest,

which finds room for ful l fruiti on ins ide

the l imits o f the earthly l ife . Man’s

reach i s greater than hi s grasp . He a l

ways aims higher than he can cl imb,
sees farther than he can travel

,
begins

more than he can fin i sh . The human

world is marred on every s ide by im

perfections . Human l ife i s at al l its

edges incomp l ete . But man remains the
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incorrigible dreamer . He forever hun

gers for a knowledge he cannot gain,
seeks for a happiness he cannot find,
strives for a beauty he cannot attain,
and struggles for a goodness which i s

evermore beyond him . He makes won

dr o u s progress
,
but he pursues a flying

goal
,
and death ove rtakes him before he

has reached his desti nation . He lays

the foundations o f a structure which

death wil l not permit him to complete .

This i s the fate of al l the generations .

N o o n e of them has reached the con

summation o f its expectat ions . In the

midst of the great disappointment, there

are voices of lamentation
,
crying

, 'an

ity o f vaniti es
,
al l i s vanity''but above

the vo i ces o f defeat and despair ri se ,
musical and clear

,
jub i lant and pro

phe tic voices declaring that somewhere,
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somehow the heart shal l be satisfied

and its dream shall come true . It i s a

thri l l ing and noteworthy fact that man

keeps o n fee l ing that the world i s not

large enough fo r the ful l exerci se o f all

h is powers . Time as measured by o u r

clocks is not l ong enough for him to se

cure the things for which he l ongs and

struggles . The greatest and most indus

trion s men d ie with their enterprises

uncompleted . It i s n o t the savage who

laments most bitterly that art i s long

and time i s fleeti ng, o r who goes into

the grave with unfin ished plans' i t is

the scholar
,
the thinker

,
the sta tesman ,

the artist
,
the prophet

,
the poet, the

saint
,
who lay down the ir work when

the n ight fal l s
,
conscious that they have

only made a start . Why does man u n

de r take more than he can poss ib ly a c
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compl i sh
,
and why does he yearn fo r

things which the earth cannot afford ?

If this is fo l ly
,
why is the fo l ly so per

s istent
,
and why is it most pronounced

in the highest and noblest types o f men ?

If man at h is best cannot lay o u t his

work within the earth horizon
,
and is

constantly formulating pro j ects which

extend into regions far beyond
,
it i s n o t

unreasonable to infer that he i s a c it i

ze n o f two worlds
,
and that what can

not be continued here wil l be com

p le ted otherwhere . If the creator o f the

unive rse is bui lding a tower and is do

ing a part o f his work through men, i t

i s reas onable to bel ieve that he has

counted the cost and will not S lay his

servants in the in it ial stages o f the ir

work . When we se e a build ing with

its wal ls on ly a few feet above the

I 4S



ARGUMENT FOR IMMORTALITY

ground , we conclude that the bui lder

ha s only begun his operat ions
,
and have

no doubt that he wil l not cease from

his labors unti l the house is made com

p le te . It is the incompleteness of the

human s oul as we know it here upon

the earth
,
which gives so l id ground to

the phiIOSOphic mind for its expect

ation that the bui lder man goes right on

bui lding after a cloud has rece ived him

from o u r s ight .

The capac ity for progress i s o n e o f

the proved endowments o f o u r human

n ature . The l ove o f improvement i s a

love that survives from age to age .

Amazing progress has been made
,
but

it i s not sufficient to sati sfy the mind of

man . What fai l s to satisfy man is hardly

l ike ly to satisfy man’s maker . Human

character at its best is stained and flawed .
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The virtues are only partial ly developed
,

and the graces have attained only a

scrubby growth . It i s hard to bel ieve

that man as he now is
,
embodies the

ideal which lay in the E ternal mind

when the earth was planned and the

structure of a creature to be the owner

o f it was first conce ived . The span o f

earth i s quite too short to bring o u t in

the garden o f the heart al l the flowers

whose seeds are planted there . The

enemies o f the sou l are far too numer

o u s to be overthrown between the cradle

and the grave . The h ighest powers are

o f a tardy growth
,
and the soul does

n o t attai n maturity under the suns o f

seventy summers 'man makes such swift

and wonder-working progress in hi s

brief passage across the earth that it

seems incredible that powers s o mar

147



ARGUMENT FOR IMMORTALITY

ve lo u s should be forever pals ied by the

touch of death . One l ikes to bel ieve

that swell ing buds are not created to

perish by an i l l-timed frost
,
but will

be permitted to se e the summer . Who

knows but that al l of the goodness

which we s e e on earth is but hint and

suggestion of those higher deve lopments

o f hol i ness which shal l go on forever

under more genial skies ? Progress b e

comes a grim and tantal izing spectre if

we th ink of i t as s o weak of l imb that

i t can hobble only to the grave . It is

the prerogative of man to dream of an

unending progress
,
in which the sou l

shal l pass from strength to strength

and mount from one glory to a higher

one
,
ever pursuing and yet never reach

ing the inconce ivable and unattai nable

love l iness hidden in l ight u napp r o ach
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able
,

' the incomprehensib l e and in co m

m u n icab le glory of H im whom no man

hath seen, nor can se e .

It is when ph ilosophy indulges in her

loftiest fl ights that she passes into the

domain o f re l igion . Indeed
,
re l igion in

o n e o f i ts aspects i s a phi l osophy
, and

in its methods it i s more l ike science

than is commonly supposed . It is too

often taken for granted that in rel igion

o n e must walk by faith
,
whereas in

sc ience o n e can walk by Sight . Bu t the

m an of sc ience, n o less than the man

o f rel igion , i s ob l iged to walk by faith .

Science cannot take her first step with

o u t a Splendid act o f faith . She must

assume that the universe i s intell igib le ,
and that her processes can be known .

She must take for granted the real ity

o f the perce iving mind and o f that which
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the mind takes ho l d o f . The man o f

sc ience is sworn to be faithful to the

facts
,
and so also is the man o f rel igion .

The facts o f consciousness are as sacred

and sol i d as any of the facts which can

be shaken o u t o f cruc ibles and test

tubes . Science be l i eves in experiment,
and so also does re l igion . It i s by ex

p e r ie n ce that rel igion maintains her

power and wins her conquests . L ike

science
, she speaks what she knows

and testifies as to that which she has

seen . When we come to the tes timony

o f rel igion we do not come to a ghostly

witness whose words are th in as air

a nd whose conclus ions are of such frai l

stu ff as dreams are made o f . Rel igion

i s rooted i n man’s reason
,
and there i s

no more trustworthy voice than that

with which she speaks .
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From the beginning rel igion has as

sumed and asserted the conti nued ex

iste n ce o f man . The sacred books of

the worl d appeal to man as a creature

who is to l ive after death . So constant

and central has been the place o f th is

doctrine in the rel igions of the world,
that it i s Often taken for granted that

Immortal ity is a distinctively rel igious

doctr ine
,
bound up with the fortunes

of some particular religious faith . Men

pre jud iced against religion have some

t imes l ooked upon this doctrine askance
,

assuming that anything growing o u t o f

a religious stock is l ike ly to b e super

stitio n or i l lus ion . It i s commonly as

sumed that it i s a Christian doctrine
,

introduced by Chr i st i nto o u r world ,
proved by him by his resurrection from

the dead
,
and that if doubt can be
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cast upon th is al leged resurrection
,
then

the foundation of the Christian world’s

bel ief in Immortal ity is hopel essly u n

de rm in ed. But th is i s to give the doc

tri ne too narrow a foundat ion . Men b e

lie ved i n Immortal ity long before Jesus

came . The idea that man survives death

is not a novelty introduced by the Chris

tian rel igion . It i s taught, to be sure , in

the Hebrew scriptures
,
and much more

plain ly in the writings of the N ew Te s

tament
,
but the arguments for Im m o r

tal ity are not confined to the Bible .

L ong before the Bible was written

there were arguments for Immortal ity

which sati sfied philosophic and scie n

tific minds, and long before the argu

ments were formulated the be l ief l ived

without proof i n the hearts of men . The

bel ief in a l ife beyond death i s a univer

1 52



ARGUMENT FOR IMMORTALITY

Sa l possession . N 0 o n e rel igion can

c laim the honor o f first promulgat ing

it . The doctr i ne of Immortali ty is a

part of the Christian re ligion
,
but it i s

also a part of other great re l igions , and

it is al so a part of the great hum an tra

dition in which all c lasses of men have

a Share . We may call it a sc ientific b e

l ief
,
o r a phi l osoph ic bel ief

,
or a rel ig

ious bel ie f. Probably we name it best

when we cal l it s imply a human be l ief
,

a bel i ef that is the birthright o f every

m a n born into o u r world, n o matter what

phi l osophy he subscribes to
, o r what

rel igi on he ho lds .

To the Christian bel i ever Jesus o f

N azareth brought Immortal ity to l ight,
that i s

,
he l it up the ancient bel ief by his

luminous affirmat i ons and sti l l more by

his ris ing from the tomb . The Christian
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philosopher accounts for the ubiquity of

the bel ief i n Immortal ity by the fact

that Jesus Christ i s the l ight that l ights

every man who comes into the worl d .

But the man who i s not a Christian need

not jo i n the doctrine of Immortal ity with

the Chri stian doctr ines o f incarnati on
,

atonement
,
and resurrection i n such a

way as to fee l compel led to reject the

first because he cannot accept the others .

There are broad and sol id re l igious

grounds for bel iev ing in Immorta l i ty,
apart from the disti nctive Christian dog

mas
,
and there i s no reason why the

mind of the non-Chri stian man should

be prej udiced against the doctrine of the

l ife everlasting because of its Chri stian

associat ions .

There is in man a rel igious instinct
,

an instinct which reaches o u t toward

1 54



ARGUMENT FOR IMMORTALITY

a Superior Being i n communion with

whom this instinct finds rest and peace .

The capaci ty for worsh ip exists in all

men in whom it ha s not been destroyed .

Men di ffer from o n e another i n their

Spiritual as wel l as in the ir intel lectua l

and ae stheti c endowm ents . In gifts men

are not created equal . N o t every man

can write Hamlet
,

' or the Pri nc ipia
,

'

o r the Wagner operas . N o t every man

can invent the i ncandescent lamp
,
the

aeroplane
,
or the instruments which pick

up from the air telegraphic messages

without the assistance of a wire . N ow

and then there comes into our world a

genius
,
a man to whom is given an

affluence of that which exists i n some

measure in al l . If s ome men have an

extraordinary faculty for art
,
and others

for discovery of natural laws
,
and others
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fo r invention, so do other men have a

phenomenal facul ty for discerning the

th ings of the Spirit . It is as unreasonable

to deny the existence of spiri tu al genius

a s it would be to deny the existence of

poetic o r musical o r invent ive gen ius .

These spiritual geniuses are cal led poets
,

p rophets , seers . They see . They posse ss

intu ition
,
i ns ight

,
preternatural vis ion .

From this c lass of men have come the

world’s re l igious leaders . Having seen
,

they have spoken . The ir words have

had in them a penetrating fire . It i s

given to some men to make themselve s

bel ieved . They speak as having a u

tho r ity , and not as men who learn th ings

o u t of books . They do not argue . They

care l ittl e for external proofs of what

they say . They carry the proof of the ir

convicti ons in themselves .
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Such men are often found outs ide the

priesthood of rel igion . Occasional ly

they are found among the philosophers
,

s ta tesmen
,
writers

,
poets . When a

'

man

of this c lass believes in Immortal ity he

trusts en tirely his own intuitions . H i s

bel i ef has not been handed to him . It

has grown up in his own heart . Su ch a

man
—

Wa s the Greek Socrates , ano the r

was the German Goethe
,
another was

the French Hugo
,
another was the Eng

l ish Tennyson
,
another wa s the Am eri

can Emerson . Al l these were certain o f

Immorta l ity
,
but as Emerson expresse d

it
,
they were al l better bel ievers than

they could give grounds for . The real

evidence i s too subtle or too high to b e

written down . It is this action o f the

mind which ha s created the great a ffi rm

a tio n s of re l igion . The prophets o f
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Israel were seers endowed with unique

and unparal le led powers of vis ion in the

realm of the spirit . They saw what

seers of other lands could not SO clearly

s e e . Spir itual genius was granted in

preeminent degree to the Hebrew
,
as

artisti c genius was bestowed upon the

Greek
,
and the genius for organization

was intrusted to the Roman . The pro

phe ts of Israe l saw what the ir contem

p o r a r ie s could not se e . But wonderfu l

as they were
,
they were al l conscious

o f hampering l imitations . They all felt

that they saw in a glass darkly . They

all antic ipated the coming of a prophet

whose clear eye shou ld s e e what was

hidden from them
,
and whose tongue

should frame a message to which they

could not give utterance .

In the fu lness of time such a pro
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phet came Jesus o f N azareth . Chris

tians see in him the fulfi lment of al l

the dreams of patr iarchs
,
kings

,
and

prophets
,
and acknowledge him to b e

the So n of God, the Saviour of the

world . By well-nigh universal consent

he is to-day conceded to be the greatest

o f al l the world’s prophets . His name

i s written above every name . He had

wonderful eyes, and he saw more deeply

i nto l ife than any man who preceded

him or who
’

ha s come after him . What

he says
,
the r e fo r e

,
o n the destiny o f man

is worthy reverent attention . It is c lear

from the recorded sayings of Jesus that

he had no doubt whatever o f the soul’s

power to survive de ath . That such men

as Abraham and Isaac and Jacob should

now be nothing but dust was to his

m ind incredible and absurd . There i s
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fine scorn in his hot declaration hurled

at a schoo l of thinkers who denied l ife

after death ' “ God is not the God of

the dead
,
but of the l iving .

' As to hi s

own resurrection he entertained no

doubt . The conversation o f Socrates

wi th his friends i n the prison l ooking

o u t upon the Agora at Athens , and the

conversation of Jesus wi th his friends

in the upper chamber a tJe ru sa le m ,
have

often been contrasted ,and may be studied

with profit by al l who are interested in

the h igh things of the spirit . Both So c

rates and Jesus were convinced that

death does not end al l
,
and yet how

diff erent i s the tone in which the subj ect

is handled . Socrates deals in argument.

He adduce s reasons why he expects to

l ive after the deadly hemlock has c losed

his ey e s in death . Jesus does not argue .
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He aflirm s . In the r ich music of the

Athenian’s speech there occurs an o c

ca sio n a l note of questioning and u n ce r

tainty
,
but in al l that Jesus says there is

n o t a trace o f specu lation or conjecture,
n oth ing but the o n flow o f a mighty

,
im

perturbable conviction . In my Father’s

house are many mans ions ' I go to p r e

pare a place for y o u .

' H e states it with

all the calm certainty o f one who give s

expres sion to a n indisputable , dem on

strafed
,
Sc ientific fact . It canno t b e

questioned that Jesus went to the cross

in
.

the firm conviction that after death

he would l ive again .

N o r is it Ope n to que stion that a few

years after his death his d isc iple s Were

abroad in al l the lands dec laring in the

name of Je sus that death had lost its

s ting and tha t the grave can win no vic
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tory . The founder of the Chri stian r e

ligio n had , after his death , in some way

o r other conv i nced hi s fol lowers that

he was sti l l al ive and in communion

with them
,
and in al l the ir preaching

the two words which had in them the

sweetest music were Jesus ' and “Re

surrection .

' That the first Chri stians

bel ieved that Jesus rose from the tomb

and made himself known to his disc i

ples i s proved by a l iterary document

Paul’s First L etter to the Corinthians

writte n within twenty-five y e a r s
'

o f

the cruc ifixion . But in a matter o f such

moment it i s fortunate that we have a

proof more substantial and impress ive

than any page o f writing can furni sh .

That the first Chris tians bel ieved that

they had seen Jesus after his death is

proved beyond the reach o f co n tradic
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tion by an institution which can be

traced back to the century in which

Jesus l ived—the Christian Sunday.

Th is day is a memorial of what the

fir st-century Christians regarded as the

greatest of al l events —th e resurrection
o f their leader. That the doctrine o f a

future l ife was held in the forefront o f

early Chri stian teaching
,
and that this

doctrine was foundationed o n the resur

rection of Jesus
,
i s not open to dispute .

H i stor ians l ike Edward G ibbon
,
who

have scant sympathy with the Christian

faith
,
do not hesitate to acknowledge

that it was the Chri stian doctrine o f Im

mortal ity which helps to account for

the rapid progress of the Christian r e

ligio n throughout the Roman world .

The consc iousness of Jesus i s a co los

sal phenomenon which cannot be got
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rid of by any proces s of s ci entific

o r ph i losophic reasoning, and no one

whose mind is not irremediably twisted

by prejudice wil l en deavor to cover it

over or evade it. N o man has a right

to claim that he possesses the scientific

Spirit who Shuts his eyes to one of the

cardinal facts in human history— the
mind of Jesus . It i s absurd to devote

attention to meteors and comets
,
bugs

and beetles , worms and microbes, l ight

and heat
,
and leave unstudied the most

s ignificant and potent product which

the cosmos has brought forth . Man is

the cl imax o f creation as every o n e ad

mits
,
and it i s no l ess certain that the

c l imax of human i ty is Jesus . However

we may choose to account for him ,

there i s no doubt that he appeared i n

history
,
and that one of the deepest of
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his convictions was the certainty o f

the endless l ife . To him m an’s power

to survive the grave is an axiom'not

a questi on to be debated
,
but a fact to

be accepted with joy . It was not his

fashion to argue o r to make col lections

o f evidences by which the soul’s con

tin u ed existence might be made to ap
pear probab le . What other men had

ventured to suggest as a daring surm ise ,
a glowing hope, a glorious possib i l ity,
Jesus set for th as a self-e vident and in

controvertib le certainty . His conviction

de serves to rank high Chri stians think

that it deserves to rank the highest

among al l the proofs that the human

hope o f l ife eternal i s not bui lt upon

the sand . H i s attitude strengthens the

wavering attitude o f us m e n who cannot

share his ins ight
,
and so frank was he
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and so ful l i n al l hi s communications

to his fell ows
,
that if the human expect

ation of l ife after death were without

foundation
,
he mos t certa inly would

have to ld them . When he says “ Be

cause I l ive ye shal l l ive also
,

' he crowns

with his b enediction the bravest, swe et

e st
,
and most far-reaching of al l the

dreams o f men .

But the teachings even of Jesus are

not to be received without scrutiny
,
and

without an e ffort to ascertain the grounds

o n which they may reasonab ly be a c

ce p ted. Re l igion, l ike Sc ience, make s

ful l use of the reason . L ike Sci ence She

employs observation and experiment i n

reaching the final conclus ions . She

proves al l things
,
and ho lds fast that

which i s found to be good . She tests

the spirits whether they be of God
,
b e
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cause many false vo ices are s ounding

through the wor ld . By the fruits of a

doctrine she judges of its val idity . The

decla rations of re l igious i ntuition are so

many hypotheses, which m ust, if they

are to b e retained
,
be verifie d by the

accumulating facts o f expe rience . N ow

what does experi ence tel l us in regard

to this hypothes is of a l ife to com e ? It

informs us that when m en act upon this

bel ie f, the ir entire nature give s evidence

o f m oving in harmony with the laws o f

i ts being. It is a who l esom e doctrine,
and the heart feeds upon it . So also

does the inte l lect . Unde r its. i nfluence

character reaches a nob le r stature and

the troubled spirit finds rest . If every

o n e shou ld accept the doctr ine o f the

l ife eve rlasting and practice it from day.

to day , who ca n doubt that the world
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would be far better and happier than it

i s ? The doctrine of Immorta l ity gives

us a worthy view of man . A worthy

view of man is an essential factor in

producing a nob l e type o f man . Man i s

apt to be what he thinks he is . If he

thinks h imse lf a creature o f a day,
doomed to extinction at sunset, he find s

it easier to contract hi s aspirations, and

to c ircumscribe within narrower l imits

his aims and enterprises . An ignoble

' iew o f man l owers our view of God .

A lowered conception of the Eternal

has a tendency to bl ight the highest and

finest facu ltie s of human nature . It i s

when men th ink high and worthy things

o f the Power which made them that they

find del iverance from fle shly tyrann i es

and come into a strength which doe s

not fai l . The doctrine o f Immor ta l ity
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involves a lofty ' i ew o f God . It i nspires

us with a holy curios ity to find out more

and more who he is and what human

l ife real ly means . Human soc iety has

reached its highest level s in those r e

gions of the earth i n which the doctri ne

o f Immortality as taught by Jesus has

Obtained firm e st lodgment in the minds

o f men .

The truths which are most essential

for us to know
,

' says James Anthony

Froude, cannot be discerned by sp e cu

lative arguments . Chemistry cannot tel l

us why some food i s wholesome and

other food is po isonous . That food is

best for us which best nouri shes the

body into health and vigor. ' What i s

true o f the body is in this respect true

also of the mind . N e ither phi losophy

n o r sc ience n o r re ligion can te l l by
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looking at them which be l iefs are true

and which are false . This mus t be found

o u t by experience . The doctrine ofAn

n ihila tio n and the doctri ne o f Im m o r

tal ity are both plaus ib le doctrine s . In

support o f each o f them
,
much may be

said . The Speculative reason has no

power to detect which o n e i s true and

which one is false The only thing for

u s to do is to note the eff ect o f both

doctrines o n the l ives o f those who ac

cept them . The observation must be

extended over wide areas of time and

must inc lude a mult itude o f persons .

The question i s not, Can o n e man be a

praiseworthy citizen and bui ld a charac

ter both noble and strong, whi le stead

fastly bel ieving that al l l ife ends at the

grave ? for so wonderful are the r e

so urces o f o u r human nature that it is
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poss ible fo r iso lated individuals to de fy

al l laws andcalculations and stil l achieve

results which by the common exp e ri

ence o f mankind wou ld have been de

clared imposs ib le . There is a modern

sto ic ism wh ich, while rejecting al l

thought o f a l ife beyond death
,
breathes

a spirit s o robust and lofty, and is f o u nd

connectedwith a character so admirable,
that some have be en incl ined to ques

tiOn whethe r a be l ie f in Im mo rtal ity is

after al l an important f orce in the stim u

lating of human facu lty and the mould

ing o f human l ives . In the presence of

heroic sp irits who have abandoned al l

hope of a l ife to come , making their way

triumphantly far up the heights
,
i t is

easy to conc lude that it makes no dif

ference “whether a man bel ieves in an

other ‘world o r not . But it is not safe to
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judge the truth o r fals ity o f a doctrine

by its observabl e effects upon occa

s iou al and excepti onal l ives . To a sce r

tai n the worth and val idity of a be l ief

o n e must study its workings in the large .

We must note what it does with the

average man . We must observe its

fruits in the long run . We must meas

ure its i nfluence o n the general tone o f

feel ing and o n the trend o f communa l

acti on . Thus studied, i s there room fo r

di spute that the bel ief in Immortal ity

elevates and purifies
,
invigorates and

brightens
,
whi le the be l ief i n extinction

depresses and weakens
,
making vic

to r io u s l ife more d ifficul t
,
a nd sweeping

much of the sun l ight from the sky ?

Those who have su ff ered most know

best the value of the hope of the end

les s l ife . Robert Burns, i n a letter to
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Alexander Cunningham
,
gave expres

s i on to the conviction which is deep

rooted in the hearts of those who labor

and are heavy laden ' “There are two

great pil lars that bear us up amid the

wreck o f misfortune and misery . The

o n e is composed o f a certain noble, stub

born something in man
,
known by the

name o f courage
,
fortitude

,
magna

n im ity . The other is made up of those

fee l ings and sentiments which
,
however

the skeptic may deny them or the e n

thu sia st may disfigu r e them,
are yet, I

am convinced
,
original and component

parts of the human soul
,
those senses

o f the mind— if I may be all owed the

express ion which connect us with ,
and l ink us to those awful, obscure

real itie s ' an al l-powerful and equally

b e n efice n t God, and a world to come,
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beyond death and the grave .
' If there

i s an occas ional human be ing who can

keep the song in his heart and dispens e

with the second o f what the Scottish

poet calls the pi l lars which bear us u p ,
the majority o f men are i n need of both

o f them . What we need to he a r u s up

we may safely accept as true .

If a m an questions the soul’s survival

Of death, how shal l he escape from his

skeptic ism ? By making his l ife large r.

How Shal l he overcome the doubts

which he has inherited o r acqu ired ?

By the dai ly practice of Immortal ity .

L e t him fo l low the injunction o f the

great Apostle ' “Se t your mind o n the

things that are above
,
not on the things

that are upon the e arth .

' To fee l a s

sured that o n e i s indeed a so n o f God
,

o n e must l ive l ike a s o n o f God . To
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attain confidence that o n e l ive s forever
,

he must l ive to-day like an Immortal .

If any man wil leth to do God’s wil l
,

he shal l know o f the teaching o f Jesus,
whether it be o f God o r whether he

spoke from himse lf.


